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Dr. Morgan’s Association 
  SPRING  NEWSLETTER, FEB. 2009 

Editor: Geoff. Marchant; NB: See bottom of page 8 for all contact details. 
 
 

Editorial – The 2008 DMA Dinner. 
The Dr Morgan’s Association Annual Dinner at the 
Tudor Hotel, Bridgwater in the evening of Saturday 
25th October 2008 again went extremely well. The 
meal was to the usual high standard (I heard 
comments of “excellent” and “great” on our table) 
and the general hubbub of talking throughout the 
evening confirmed that people were enjoying 
themselves. Master of Ceremonies, George Cossey, 
brought us to silence at about 7.50pm and Tony 
Wilkins said the “Grace”. A further hush was 
obtained after the meal for the toast to the old school 
and then it was time for our guest speaker Jimmy 
Quinn to entertain us. This he did with a continuous 
stream of amusing stories for upwards of forty 
minutes and the quick passing of that time was 
evidence of his ability to hold his audience’s 
attention.  A few of the assembled throng were 
‘picked on’ for special attention – with the number 
of ‘Englishman, Scotsman, Welshman & Irishman 
jokes it was perhaps astounding that only a query of 
“are there any Scotsman here tonight?” materialised 
– but when it came to “any Cornishman?” it was 
noticeable that this time our man from Perranporth 
kept his head low & lip buttoned!! (Well he’s not 
Cornish really, he’s only lived there since he left 
Somerset & Devon). The number booked for our 
dinner had reached the low 60’s but actual 
attendance (after a few cancellations) was right on 
60 – a lower turnout than usual & our chairman 
decided not to ask those present for a vote on next 
year’s date as most probably these people would yet 
again be satisfied with a late October date. There has 
been no flexibility in booking the date for the 2009 
dinner due to the need to keep a good distance from 
the Society date- 19th September – and to avoid 
Bridgwater Fair and Carnival. Consequently the 
dinner has been fixed for 24th October at the Tudor. 
 
‘Responses’ from DMS boys & BGSG Girls 
continued. 
“Sorry, I had no relatives – male or female – at DM 
or BGSG so cannot help” Linda Phillips. “Thank 
you for taking the time & trouble to contact me. I 
will not be taking up your offer of becoming a 
member. I am one of probably a very small minority 

to whom school days were not the happiest days. 
Richard Rummery ’51 – ’56.” 
(Richard is now in Australia – Ed.) From David 
Derham re David Wilson since we both found we 
had an out of date address for DW: “Strangely, 
his last communication in Aug 2002, said “Keep 
in touch”!! try searching for Wilson in North 
Petherton – can’t be too many of them in the 
book – as David has a brother there according to 
his first e-mail to me in Aug 2001” (Can anyone 
help us contact David as I haven’t got round to this task 
yet? Again we think he’s somewhere in Australia, probably 
Sydney area. – Ed.)  
From Sue Watts née Hooper BGSG ’64-’71: 
“I’m still in touch with several ‘old girls & boys’: 
Graham Pow ’64-’71 married Sue Hanney 
(BGSG ’64-’71) they live in N.Petherton. She 
works at County Hall, Taunton; Graham for a 
private architect’s practice in Highbridge. He is 
still in touch with the Pulsfords (Bob married 
Chris Gibbs ex BGSG) & many others including 
Lloyd Richards, Martin Mulholland & Mark 
Hamlyn. Dave Way lives in Tamworth-in Arden, 
Warks – he is quite a senior civil servant. Bob 
Humphrey did indeed marry an ‘old BGSG girl’ 
– Jane Hinkley – who was a friend of mine. 
They live in Bristol, have at least 3 boys, maybe 
more, & he is a solicitor so you are on the right 
trail! I am still in touch with Tim Bruce – he 
works in the central computer section of Oxford 
University. I went out with Chris Pople (’63-70) 
for quite a while at school & after, but lost touch 
with him a very long time ago. Bryn Clark might 
know – they were good friends at school. Chris 
went to UMIST to read electrical & electronic 
engineering, worked for a while in Kent (?),  then 
I believe he moved to somewhere in the Midlands 
– but I may be wrong. (Can anyone help here? –Ed.) 
Really enjoyed reading your newsletter & seeing 
a lot of names I recognised!” (Many thanks for all 
that help & information went to Sue by return. Clive Kett 
was to try to contact Dave Way, I must remember to ask 
whether he was successful. – Ed.) Sue later came back to 
me as I had queried how she had seen our newsletter. It 
turned out she had had lunch with Graham Pow’s wife, who 
was an old school friend, & she had passed a copy on 
because there were some names she knew Sue would 
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recognise – “So Graham must have got it from somewhere!” 
Obviously the newsletter does do some travelling outside of 
our current membership. From Brian Smedley:- “Not 
likely to join a DM assoc.. Could write you an 
article on ’73 changes if you still want one.” To 
which I replied “Yes Please” & Brian came back, on 
08.05.07, “I will do one. Just need to get the election 
over first” – but it hasn’t arrived yet!! –Ed.  
From Neil Clegg (a late reply in May ’07 as my 
message to him via F-R was sent in October ’06) “I 
was at DMS ’69 to ’74 at the time of the changeover 
to Haygrove. In regular contact with Dave Livesey 
the chemistry teacher who is now living in Exeter – I 
go running with him.” (I replied to Neil asking him to pass 
on details of our Assoc. to Dave and also to consider becoming 
a member and/or to write an article for us on the “changeover”.  
Unfortunately, I don’t think we have received any response 
from either of them.) 
Andrew Wilkins said “Re your appeal for 
information on lost old boys, here are some of my 
memories. Rodney K Browne – I have searched my 
old address books and found an address in Plymouth 
with a tel. No. of Plymouth 62061. This is obviously 
from the days before post codes & STD codes & 
over the years I have lost touch with him.” (I have 
searched modern tel. No. listings in both Devon & Cornwall 
but have not yet been successful in locating Rodney, so if 
anyone out there can help, please do so – Ed.) Andrew 
continued “Another name you mentioned is 
Geoffrey Date who left DMS around ’59. he is the 
principal of an accounting firm called “South Devon 
Accountancy” based in Totnes” and he gave me his 
business e-mail address. (It turned out that Geoff was a 
member of our Assoc. in ’04 & ’06 but we haven’t heard from 
him since.) “I used to work with both Rodney and 
Geoff in the same office over 40 years ago. If you 
make contact with Geoff he may be able to give you 
a more up to date contact for Rodney Browne.” – 
This has still to be done!  
“I was at DMS between ’50 & ’55. Here are some 
names from my era that I have not spotted on your 
list. One person I would like to contact is David 
Fowler. He used to live at 16, Halesleigh Road, 
Bridgwater. (It is funny how you can remember 
things like this but forget many more things that you 
would like to recall as you get older). David Fowler 
joined the Clerk’s department of Bridgwater Rural 
District Council in 1955 but a few years later moved 
to the Borough Engineer’s department of Bridgwater 
Borough Council and eventually gained an 
engineering qualification and moved to a local 
authority in Wiltshire somewhere in the Vale of 
Pewsey area and I then lost contact with him. (Our 

records show that he was recently at 37 Valley Rd., 
Clevedon, and we do have a tel. number, but there was no 
reply to our June ’06 appeal, and he is not a member at 
present – Ed.) Andrew continues “ In my class I can 
recall the following names: Jack Bonney, Mike 
Coombs – I believe he went to work for the 
Bridgwater Building Society & who had a 
younger brother associated with Bridgwater 
Town F.C. There was also a John Cox who 
joined the Somerset Constabulary. About 25 
years later I was stopped for driving too slowly 
around a roundabout and holding up a police car 
behind me and the officer concerned gave me a 
warning and stated that he was a sergeant Cox. 
Only later did I realise that he could have been 
my former school-friend. (Neither he nor Jack Bonney 
are members, but I have put both on our “lost old boys” list. 
– Ed.) One subject at DMS that stuck in my mind 
was “Scripture”, (the then name for what 
subsequently became known as Religious 
Education) – not a subject that DMS seemed to 
place a great deal of importance upon but which 
was required to be studied by law and generally 
was held on the last 45 minute class session of the 
day once a week. It tended to be taken by masters 
who had an interest in other subjects. One year 
Scripture was taken by Mr Griffiths, a then late 
middle aged rotund Welshman who taught both 
Mathematics and English to Forms 1 & 2. It was 
the technique of a few members of the class to 
lead him away from the subject and onto his 
sporting interest of rugby and in particular Welsh 
rugby. If successful some 30 minutes of the 45 
would be spent discussing various aspects of the 
rugby world and a few minutes before the end of 
the session he would say we must get back to the 
good book, if for just a few minutes. Another 
teacher of Scripture was the Art teacher who 
preceded Mr Ansdell. He was a Mr Christie who 
naturally had the nickname “Agatha”. If I recall 
correctly he painted the large painting over the 
proscenium of the Bridgwater Town Hall and had 
various scenes of Bridgwater including the statue 
of Admiral Blake. Agatha had the same failing as 
Mr Griffiths and could easily be diverted from the 
subject in hand. He had lived in London through 
the Blitz and I cannot remember how many times 
he was asked to descibe his experiences to the 
class. It usually went something like “Tell us 
about when the Junkers 88s were bombing you in 
London…” and often successfully diverted his 
attention from the subject of Scripture.” (Andrew’s 
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e-mail is andrew@wilkinsar.plus.com if old friends wish to 
contact him, and Many Thanks, Andrew for that contribution.)  
Tegwyn Jones e-mailed to say “I was interested to 
read in the last DMS old Boys newsletter that Tim 
Cross (1962) is still listed as missing – or rather 
“untraced”. I have written to editors from time to 
time about this most outstanding of DMS students, 
but to no avail. True he did not shine academically 
at school, as he would probably be the first to admit. 
Nor was he much featured in the school’s sporting 
life. He seems to have been holding himself back for 
later effort. His sport was soccer, and his interest – 
as evidenced by a startling collection of Valiant 
comics – was the Army. He lived in Edington next 
door to my brother and I, Gareth and Tegwyn Jones. 
Leaving DMS as soon as he could, he joined the 
army and worked his way to Sandhurst where his 
talents really began to shine. Through hard work and 
application he has risen to Major General and plays 
(June ’07) an important strategic role in 
reconstruction efforts in Iraq. A casual search of 
Google will throw up plenty of biographies – and 
perhaps a few pics of him. One site is 
www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,84944,00.html” (I 
replied that I had used Tegwyn’s notes previously, see Page 3, 
Feb. ’07, but that the web sites do not give us any way of 
contacting Tim, not that he would probably be interested in 
DMA as he has much more important interests! From web-site 
quoted above I did glean that he was married to Christine, had 
3 children; Alexander, a lieutenant in the Royal Navy & 
currently deployed in N Kuwait/Iraq, Gemma, married and 
living in Aldershot, and Stephen, at school in Farnham; 
through his daughter he has two grandsons. He is involved in 
the officer’s Christian Union, he is a licensed lay reader and his 
hobbies include golf, walking and reading/writing. With this 
information I tried to contact the Rector of Farnham Parish 
Church to see if he knew of Tim, but I immediately drew a 
blank as the Rector’s position was vacant and no other clergy 
seemed willing to answer my e-mail. So at the moment we still 
have no contact details and he is still, therefore, on the 
“missing” list.  Can anyone in that area help? Of course, just 
because his youngest son was in Farnham School whenever the 
report was written, doesn’t necessarily mean that the family 
live in Farnham, but it was worth a try. –Ed.)  
Mike Thomas contacted Mike Dodden to say “Not 
sure if I should be aiming these replies to you but I 
will do some sleuthing on the whereabouts of the 
“disappeared ones”. One on your list, a certain 
David Bradney ’55 can be traced by Google as a 
Green Party candidate for Wales at the recent (June 
’07) A contact address would be via 
www.walesgreenparty.org.uk according to his 
biography.” (I managed to get a reply from David – Ed.) 
“Carruthers, ??,57: Bob Carruthers lived at the 
Cottage Inn at Over Stowey” (But ref MD’s list Bob has 

died.- Ed.) “Kerslake, James,’55: I think Rick 
Wooldridge could update you here.” (Rick was a  

DMA member in ’03 - ’06 – Ed.) “Middle, Phillip, 
57 was the son of the German master and also 
cricket umpire who would always signal not out 
with his finger raised!?!. Mitchell, Chris, 56 was 
probably ’57 and lived in Aller where you could 
count the population on one hand.” (Now that is a 
bit of an inverted exaggeration! – Ed. We must have heard 
from him as he’s no longer on our ‘missing’ list.) Parish, 
??, 56 was Peter Parish. Salway, Keith, 57 
became a partner with Arthur Anderson 
accountants and gave his address as Twickenham 
when he wrote a letter to the times about 20 years 
ago. Selway, ??, 57 This was Peter Selway who I 
believe lived in Westonzoyland. Spender, ??, 57 
was Steven who lived in North Petherton. (Many 
thanks for all that , Mike –  Can anyone add any later info 
to help us contact any of the above?? Ed.)  Then 
member John Davies ’52 gave me some actual 
addresses! – “Colin Brown L53: email….; lives 
in Bridgwater” (– so MD has sent a June ’07 newsletter, 
but he was not a member as of June ’08); “Peter 
Squibbs 47 – via son Martin 144 South 3rd Street 
No 429, San Jose, California CA 95112; might be 
too much trouble!” (For us, I presume John meant, not 
for Martin!! – Ed.) John also said “To simplify 
records why not list all according to leaving year? 
Just a thought. Keep up the good work. It’s much 
appreciated.” Well, all Mike D’s records are in ‘joining 
year’ dates, and we don’t always know a ‘leaving’ date as 
some stayed 5 years, others 7 years when going on to 6th 
form, and some only joined for 1 or 2 years if they moved 
into the area late in school life – so I’m leaving all records 
just as they are, unless someone can correct dubious dates. 
Friends Re-united always quote ‘leaving’ dates. I replied to 
John with that explanation & many thanks for his help. 
Don’t think we made contact with Peter as he is still on our 
‘missing’ list –Ed. Kim Dodden said “Just noticed 
from the List Christopher Meadon L,59 already 
gets a newsletter (if it is the same Meadon); 
Rodney Frost 56 already gets a newsletter” and 
she gave me both addresses, so there are two 
names which shouldn’t have been on our 
‘missing’ list anyway, & they have now been 
removed. Brian Smedley contacted me 24.06.07 
“Hi Geoff, you wrote to me sometime back 
asking about an article about the ’73 changes. 
I’ve been busy with elections last few months and 
just remembered this. Did you really want one or 
was it just a circular to several people. I’ll do one 
if you wish. How long and by when?” I replied 
“Yes please, for Feb. or Jun ’08 ” - but I haven’t 
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seen one yet! Please note, Brian, if you’ve already 
sent one, I haven’t received it! Also, on 28.06.07 I 
received the following from Roger Birt and asked 
Mike D. to send a newsletter & applic form if Roger 
hadn’t had either: “Geoffrey, thanks for your reply - 
look forward to something in mail – I may be able to help 
to ‘knock off’ a couple more of the 600 (missing) 
Regards Roger Birt - address is 6 Nut Tree Close, East 
Huntspill, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 3PN Roger Birt  
roger@westernfuel.co.uk  ” (As far as I can see from MD’s 
lists, Roger is now a member as at June ’08 – Ed.). And so 
on to our 11th DMA list of replies which I sent to 
Mike D. on 19.07.07:- I had asked Mike D. whether 
the following were now members and got this reply 
“I have e-mailed Geoff Christmas, Colin Brown 
and Roger Birt with June 2007 newsletter, 
application form and letter. I have no details for 
Tony Christmas, Robert Taylor, Tony Kell or 
Robert Forgan. If someone would let me have 
email addresses I will send newsletters. Similarly for 
Vic Ball. Geoff Date is on our circulation list but 
has not yet paid his sub.”  I sent all the data I had but 
at June ’08 only Tony Kell is shown as a member. 
The next e-mail showed that the newsletters for 
“pass on” had indeed been passed on as Geoff. 
Christmas came back to MD with “Many thanks, Mike. 
Picking up on the editor's comments about lack of 
response from sending e-mails to contact on Friends 
Reunited, the main reason that you don't get a great 
response from Friends Re-united is that, after an initial 
surge of interest, a lot of people let their subscriptions 
lapse.  The FR sends them an e-mail notifying them that 
they have received an e-mail, but to read it they have to 
re-subscribe. I came over to the UK a couple of months 
ago and met up with a couple of old team mates from 
the school rugby team of 1966 or thereabouts - Tim 
Williams and Pete Cook. A good reminisce was had 
which quickly elevated to a serious drinking session. I've 
forwarded your e-mail to Rob Taylor (actor's name 
Robert Coleby) and my brother Tony so that they can 
give you their contact details if they want. Cheers, 
Geoff.”  
Also in July ’08 Rod Scribbens sent me the 
following: “In response to the last newsletter-for 
which many thanks- I can help a little with two of 
your queries. There was a Martin Knox in my class 
(’57). His family farmed in the Stogursey/Kilve 
area. Martin broke his jaw in one match when we 
played for the 1st XV, but the break was only 
discovered after he had played two more matches. 
Charlie Yelling (’57) went to Sussex Uni to read 
maths. He played wing forward and was also a very 
good long distance runner, and friendly with Dick 
Wooldridge. Also on your missing list: Roger 

Stacey: but I sat with him at, I think, the 2004 
dinner – an architect living in Nether Stowey. (To 
which I replied “Oops, Yes he’s on our list of 
members with address! Not currently a member?) 
Bob Carruthers: lived in Fiddington at the pub. I 
can’t remember how I heard, But I think he died a 
few years ago. Keith Salway: Did a degree in 
Economics. Think he went to Canada at the same 
time as Graham Cudlipp. I can’t help you any 
more on those, but I’m trying to trace a few more 
of my year. I’ve also tried to get some material 
onto the digifutures website, but the e-mail 
address seems defunct. If you are really desperate 
for material, I’ll get some notes on my time at 
Morgan’s together once I’ve got past the village 
open gardens weekend. [Welford, Northants 7/8 
July for a good value day!]” I replied “Yes 
please!” 
 
More correspondence held over until June 2009. 
 
Members (and any others who see this, or get 
told of it by members) please note that I ask 
for material every time there is a newsletter, 
but the supply of same has all but dried up. 
Before long there will be insufficient to fill two 
sheets, let alone eight. Please do send in any 
snippets or reports you can come up with, or 
this newsletter is doomed. I keep saying this, 
but no-one seems to take much notice at all! I 
am deadly serious. Those who have promised 
material, please get on with writing it – and 
don’t forget at the end of the day to send it to 
me! – Ed.) 
Chris Cudlipp recently sent me a copy of a letter 
he had received from his contemporary DMS old 
boy John Locke, now living in France, together 
with Chris’s own comments and a list of the 
contemporary form members. These will be used 
in the June ’09 Newsletter together with a Prize 
Day (Speech Day?) photo of a much more recent 
era supplied by another old boy, Peter Meade via 
Mike Dodden. I am very grateful for all these 
contributions. The update to the “Lost Members” 
List will also be held-over until the June, or a 
later, newsletter. The list I have at the present 
time is as up-to-date as can be but without the 
incorporation of the two major ‘form’ additions I 
have been given during 2008. Please let me know 
if you have any further additions to include in this 
next revision. – Ed. 
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PICTURES & REPORTS FROM THE PAST!

 
The above picture is of the whole of Dr. Morgan’s School in 1913, taken (I believe) outside the 
old school building in Mount Street. It is a copy of one of several old prints held by the Blake 
Museum (File ref. 74.4.1) 
 
The photo copy below is of the team which won the Bishop’s Cup in 1904 – 1905 and is from 
Old Boy P.C. Hagon’s book “Sundry Items in Connection with Dr. Morgan’s School, 
Bridgwater” in Education Box “Temporary Document Box 3” at Blake Museum. The 
building behind the team is believed to be the same as in the picture above. 
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Above the photo of the winners of the Bishop’s cup, 1904-5 P.C.Hagon had composed the 
following poem about some of the boys in DMS in those early years. Whether any of them were 
members of the team in 1905 is not stated, or now known. (Presumably Evans was in 1903!) In 
fact, someone (presumably Hagon himself) has written in “Composed in year 1903” under the 
title “POEM by P. C. Hagon. (copght)” I wonder whether Hagon was a pupil or a member of the 
staff? – from line 8 (the ‘H’ line) I guess he must be “one of the boys” who wanted to bring a bit 
of humour into school life: 
 
      A is for Atwell a great swot is he 
      B is for Brooks who enjoys a good tea 
      C is for Cottam the chemist you know 
      D is for Dunsford who’s dreadfully slow 
      E is for Evans the footballer great 
      F is for Fry who comes in sometimes late 
      G is for Gare who is short and terse 
      H is for Hagon who wrote this fine verse 
      I is for Izard who left this last term 
      J is for Johnee who tries to be stern 
      K is for Kemmis who used to come once 
      L is for Liza who is not a dunce 
      M is for Martin who works very well 
      N is for Nichols who looks a young swell 
      O is for Ozone who is not a bad chap 
      P is for Pursey who draws a good map 
      Q there is no one whose name starts with Q 
      R is for Rymer who looks like a jew 
      S is for Sharam the head of the school  
      T is for Thorne with a face like a mule. 
 
Presumably there was no-one he knew with surnames starting with U, V, W, X, Y, or Z as the 
poem stops abruptly with Thorne. The ‘R’ line would not be allowed nowadays! What is 
amazing is that the language could be today’s and that at least 10 of the surnames could well 
have been in our own classes since they are still familiar. I do wonder if the reference to Brooks 
liking a good tea has anything to do with Brooke Bond tea, or whether he was in the team and 
known to scoff all the cakes! Also, didn’t we all know another “Pursey” who could draw a good 
map - even if it was one of points on a circle, triangle or rectangle in a mathematical theorum! 
 
In the “whole school” photo on the previous page, note the rugs for those sat on the ground; two 
lads with watch chains, a variety of hats, or none at all, six masters plus the headmaster. Only the 
head is wearing his “mortar-board” but four masters could be holding their’s. I counted 123 boys 
with some being recognizable from class photos available in the same museum file. 
 
In P.C Hagon’s book there are accounts of both Cricket and Football matches – one between 
DMS and the Baptist Cricket Club resulted in scores of DMS 110; BCC 11. P.C. Hagon & H. 
Smith did not bat. P Sealey was playing for BCC and from some other information in the same 
education box I learnt he was living at Goathurst in April 2005 and had quite an interesting talk 
over the ’phone with him. He told me that one of the players in that match, Colin Bond, was of 
Thompson’s when it was on the Cornhill, and that, at that time, his son Peter Bond was still at 
their Mount Street store. In other cricket matches quoted the scores were DMS 47 v Mariners 43;  
DMS 132 v Alliance 31; but then DMS 86 v Westonzoyland 134 and Bridgwater 138* v DMS 
117  * = innings declared closed. So the school didn’t always win! At Football the school did 
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somewhat better, the goals scored being – B/W Albion 2nd X1 0 v DMS 4; DMS 3 v North 
Petherton 0; DMS 6 v Sexeys 3; DMS 5 v Wells Blue School 2; and DMS 5 v Sexeys (away) 2. 
For some of these matches PC Hagon was in goal (no, not ‘gaol’ as I put first!) or a ‘half’. There 
was talk of the “Northfields” and “Cricket ground” ends of the football pitch at Bridgwater. 
 
At Wells there was a presentation of a Cup by the Bishop of Bath and Wells who said that the 
league had been founded 3 years ago (presumably in 1901-2, see picture bottom of page 5) and 
that the Blue School had won up to the present season, but they now had to give way to DMS 
from Bridgwater. 
 
For DMS, the review of the season was that of 18 matches played, 11 had been won, 3 lost and 4 
drawn. There had been a total of 55 goals with 35 goals for the opposing sides. “ It would be 
ungracious to conclude without reference to the advice and example which Mr Templeman 
continues to offer each year to the football enthusiasts of our local Grammar School.” 
Unfortunately there is no hint as to who the reviewer was. 
 
There then follows some Swimming news with reports of swimmers being up from 5000 in 1899 
to 17000 last year (1904 assumed). Presumably these totals were either actual visits to 
Bridgwater baths or estimated national figures for actual swimmers! Certificates were awarded 
for a length of the Bridgwater baths – 33 yards - with clothes on, and 2 lengths without clothes. 
Amongst others from Bridgwater schools getting these certificates were, yes, P.C. Hagon, but 
also Bert Marchant, so your editor is researching whether Bert was any relation of ours. It would 
also be nice to know whether he was from DMS, Wembdon National Schools, or Eastover 
school. The mayor’s comments were that he would like to see this work extended amongst 
villages around Bridgwater. The necessity of being able to swim was undoubted, not only from 
the health point of view but safety also. 
 
A further report was of the Oxford Examinations, with the name of B.J Whitby listed at DMS. 
In the “Pass List” for those born after July 1, 1889 who satisfied the examiners were “Special 
Centres: Bridgwater A.H.Baker, H.R.Barton, F.G.Berry, P.C.Hagon, W.V.Trayler & D.A.Bazeil, 
DMS Bridgwater.” This needs some more research to see if they were all from DMS – as it was 
the Grammar School presumably we must assume so. At the moment I am not sure as to why B.J 
Whitby was singled out for special mention unless he obtained special honours.  
 
 
Just to finish this page, I wonder what subject member Keith Barnes had on his mind when he 
wrote this for “MORGUE TWO” in 1964:-  
 
       PROSPECT 
      In went the gleaming needle, 
      Out came a searing cry. 
      The victim, this, of ’64’ 
      16 now, unborn then, 
      One arm, half an ear 
      And spasms of heart-breaking fever 
      But never fear, his future’s safe 
      The deterrent will deter 
      And World War 4 just won’t occur. 
           K.S.B. 
And from MORGUE REVIEWED “ I thought my complimentary copy was exceptionally good 
value for money.” C.E.KEY (Headmaster.) 



 Page 8  

 
 
R.I.P. Anthony James Pearce (‘Tom’)  
It was sad to hear from a fellow member, who had seen the announcement in the Bridgwater 
Mercury in mid November, that member ‘Tom’ Pearce had died. Mike Dodden had let me know 
some time ago that ‘Tom’ was seriously ill, but even then his death still came as a shock to me. 
The funeral service was, I’m told, for family only, and a service to celebrate the life of Anthony 
James Pearce was held at St. Mary’s Church, Bridgwater on Monday 1st December 2008 at 
12.30pm. It was estimated that 700 people filled the church. Tom, as he was known to most at 
DMS, was I believe, 70 years old and the cover of the service leaflet showed his sporting 
interests of cricket and football. The Vicar of St. Mary’s, Charles Chadwick, first gave a 
welcome to all attending. The Hymns chosen were “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming 
of the Lord” (followed by a tribute by close friend Grenville Court); “Angel voices, ever 
singing” (followed by Frances’ Family Tributes read by herself and Tony’s friend Robert 
Payne); “All my hope on God is founded” (followed by a Tribute from Alan Hurford, Chairman 
of Bridgwater Town Football Club, and then the Closing Prayers); and “Tell out, my soul, the 
greatness of the Lord” (followed by the Blessing and “the strains of Tony’s favourite Anthem” – 
could someone who knows tell us what that was, please, Ed.) On the back of the leaflet were the 
following comments “ Frances, Simon and Sue are deeply grateful for all the cards and letters we 
have received following Tony’s death and for the glowing tributes to a very remarkable man. 
Words cannot express the gratitude we feel to his loyal friends who so kindly visited during the 
last months of his life. These visits meant the world to him and he was so proud that friends 
cared so much. We thank you sincerely for the companionship and humour we all shared. It will 
never be forgotten.” 
 
“Thank you for the donations in Tony’s memory to Bridgwater Town Football Club. Any further 
donations may be left at the church or forwarded to H. Biffen and Sons Ltd, 32 Wembdon Road, 
Bridgwater, TA6 7DW (Tel. 01278 423333)” 
 
I am sure all members would wish me to express the gratitude of DMA for all he has done for 
this Association in the past, and I am sure Mike will have passed on these sentiments to Tony’s 
family. Bridgwater, in many ways, will be all the poorer for his passing – Ed. 
 
 
2008 Accounts. 
Mike Dodden has given me some details of the provisional receipts and payments up to October 
2008 which show our Society is in a reasonably healthy situation. Our balance at 1st Nov. 2007 
was £2016.94 and our total income for 2008 was £1945.15 . Total outgoings up to Oct.’08 were 
£1455.56 , with a further sum in the order of £200 expected to be claimed for copying and 
postage. Profit for the year was therefore expected to be in the order of £289.59 – so we can 
breath easily again, Mike? (As long as he hasn’t got the funds invested in the Icelandic bank!!) 
 

Committee contacts: Mike Dodden  01278 423890  mdodden@aol.com ; Mike Beaumont  01278 786888  
beauuk@aol.com ; Bill King 01278 456405  louise@king1197.fsnet.co.uk ; Geoff. Marchant 01934 834550 
YattonMarchants@hotmail.co.uk ; Ralph Sealey 01278 722934  ralphandanna@tiscali.co.uk ; Clive Kett  01278 
423229  clivekett@hotmail.com ; Ray Haines 01278 450834  rayandcarole21@talktalk.net 
Material For Newsletter. Please write, phone, text, or e-mail, to Geoff Marchant, 37 Mendip Road, Yatton, North Somerset, 
BS49 4HR. Tel: 01934 834550 Txt: 07906 569 915 E-mail: Please send to YattonMarchants@hotmail.co.uk Photos can be 
sent to this e-mail address but bear in mind that we still produce a black & white newsletter for a large number of our 
members who either have no e-mail address, or whose e-mail addresses are out of date on our information listing. Therefore, 
please do not send large colour photos, or black & white ones of extremely high resolution, say in excess of 300kB. 
Thanks for all contributions to the newsletter – do please keep them coming. I especially need career / life history articles 
and reminiscences of the old school days.  Geoff. Marchant, Newsletter Editor. 
 


