
 Page 1  

Dr. Morgan’s Association 
  PRE-DINNER NEWSLETTER, OCTOBER 2010 

Editor: Geoff. Marchant; NB: See bottom of page 8 for all contact details. 
 
 

Editorial –  
I shall use this editorial to try to catch up on all, or 
the greater part of, the correspondence still 
outstanding, but first, the most important news: 
Our dinner is on Saturday October 23rd at 7 for 
7.30pm, at The Tudor Hotel “Bar 27” St Mary’s 
Street, Bridgwater. The speaker will be Major 
General Tim Cross, DMS Old Boy, and for 
some time 2nd in command of British efforts to 
rebuild Iraq. Please do come and support DMA 
and our speaker. 
 
Carrying on with the correspondence from June 
2009, which is where we got to in the last two 
newsletters, on the 10th John Sheppard said 
“Geoff., Apologies for the delay in responding to 
your message via Friends Reunited. I should be 
glad to join the association – let me know please to 
whom/where I should direct my cheque. My home 
address is… Teddington. Also please note my 
changed e-mail address – I have been remiss in 
passing it to F-R but will now do so. PS I am afraid 
that I am not able to shed light on ’56 entry 
P.Sheppard.” Anyone who would like to get in 
touch with John can do so by contacting the editor 
and I will pass on your details to John. Can anyone 
else help on P.Sheppard ’56 entry to DMS? I am 
trying to find out whether John has indeed joined 
us-Yes he has! Great! Mike Dodden contacted me 
June ’09 to say “ Quite a bit of feedback coming 
through. I am forwarding it to you as it arrives. 
Further bit of news: Yesterday morning my 
secretary rang to say there’s a man in reception to 
see you from South Africa. “What’s his name” 
says I. “Kevin McShane” says she. “Good God” 
was my response! I have not seen Kev, who was 
quite a close friend during school, since we walked 
out of DMS in July 1972. Suffice to say we spent a 
good half hour reminiscing and we are hoping to 
meet up for a pint on Monday before he returns to 
S.A. He is in the picture of the prizewinners in the 
latest (June ’09) newsletter and is joining up 
(DMA). His mother still lives in B’water and 
coincidentally is the step-mother of another old 
boy, Rob Forgan. The world is getting smaller!!” 
Then on 11th June Keith Salway sent to Mike: Re 

DMA, many thanks; the newsletter on e-mail is a 
bit of a hard read but I found it interesting, 
especially the choice description of Mr Bryden’s 
physics equipment! …. And re the education of 
Robert Blake (born 1599), the History of B’water 
by the Rev. Arthur Powell states that after the 
suppression of the St. Mary’s Church Chantries in 
1547/8, and confiscation of their wealth, the 
townsmen petitioned for the establishment of a 
grammar school, but it was not until 1561 that QE I 
established a grammar school in the town. 
Presumably that mutated to, or was renamed as, the 
King James Grammar School, which was then 
folded much later into DMS. I always understood 
that the blue sixth form blazer had been chosen to 
preserve the colours of the older school. But that 
may be fanciful.” So a bit more history is exposed. 
On the same day John Davies also sent to Mike: 
Many thanks for latest newsletter and I hope 
you’ve received replies from other Old Boys too 
thanking you for all your efforts in continuing to 
fight the good fight on all of our behalves. 
Coincidentally, 2 Old Morgs run a similar 
enterprise just down the road, as Rod Speed 
(probably left DMS 1964 or so) & I (1947–52) are 
chairman & sec. respectively for the Old 
Millfieldian Society (launching a new website next 
week: www.omsociety.com) based in Street.” John 
then commiserated on the trials of doing such a 
job, & pointed out that the old DMS motto – 
“pestle and mortar to indicate something like 
success comes from grinding away”! He says “We 
have decided to continue the magazine (as opposed 
to electronic circulation) with a plan to offset costs 
by advertising revenue, and we only pay half 
postage costs as the envelope to all former pupils 
also has the school’s annual review enclosed so the 
school fund the other half, and I think it’s the right 
decision as it probably would be for DMS, I think”. 
(As no “old school” still exists for us, and I for one 
don’t want to get involved with adverts, I don’t see 
that working for us, but if MD’s benevolence came 
to an end, it’s a thought! In the meantime we send 
out most copies by e-mail and hope old boys can 
run them off (even on scrap) themselves to keep 
DMA solvent. – Ed.) John continued: The long and 
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short of it is that I enjoyed, and gained much from, 
my time at DMS (as did my brother, Trevor, there 
5 or 6 years after me) and I enjoy my association 
with DMA and your newsletter. Keep up the good 
work! It’s much appreciated, Best wished John.” 
Well many thanks for all that, John, and the 
previous contributors too. – Ed. On the 18th, Peter 
Cook sent to MD: “thank you for the update. 
Could you please pass on to Geoff (in response to 
his pleas) that many Old Morgs like Tim 
Williams, Geoff Christmas, Steve Pyott and 
myself value very much the effort he makes. 
Multiplied by all the other friendship groupings, 
that makes a lot of us who have not contributed 
to date. Promise I will on retirement in 3 years 
time.” (Hope I’m here to hold him to that! 1 year 
gone already! –Ed.)  Nick Williams wrote: 
“16.06.09, despondent of Bristol writes…seeing 
that picture of Al Reed, Richard Ellis (and 
inevitably Mike Dodden & Syd Barrett) lined up at 
speech day reminds me that the only thing I ever 
got awarded at DMS was a Gideon Bible! 
Dammit!” (Never mind, Nick, you’ve given us a 
smile now, thanks! –Ed)  Trevor Slocombe  of 
whom Hotmail said “You may not know this 
sender-Mark as Safe/Junk”!! – (what an insult to 
Trevor!) said “You probably know this already, 
Mike Dodden is in the prize day photo so I am sure 
he can give you a rough idea of the date! Other 
faces I recognise are Front Row, Richard Young, 
Steve Golby, Mike Mitchell; 2nd row Peter 
Bevan; Back row Gavin Morris; off to the side 
Dave Crosier and Mike Dodden. Regards, T.S., 
SDH Project Manager, Ericsson Vietnam Co. Ltd.” 
– now to me that looks to be a very good address to 
send a career story from – how about it Trevor? 
Right, that’s got the sudden surge from June ’09 
finished, so on we go to July! –Ed. Mike Dodden 
again contacted me to say that he had had a 
message from Dave Gillespie who had said he 
much appreciated the email version of the 
newsletter, and also from ex teacher John Holroyd 
who was particularly interested in the old cricket 
team photo. He said there was also a ‘thank-you’ 
from Geoff. Williams and the following from 
Terry Keirle: “Just read your latest newsletter-
having been away for the past month- and in 
answer to your question “Does anyone read these 
e-mails? (newsletters), I for one look forward to 
receiving them and certainly enjoy reading them. I 
moved to London to work in 1971 and have not 

been back to B’water for many years. In fact my 
last (rare) visit was the DMA Annual Dinner 2000, 
the year when my intake of 1961 celebrated our 50 
th birthday. It was great to see old school friends, 
once we had identified one another!! It was a case 
of ‘Oh I remember you when you ….’ ‘when we 
were thin and had hair’ (I’ve still got mine by the 
way, although the weight thing applies-a bit!!) It 
was a very enjoyable evening. We’ll all be 60 next 
year so hopefully we will all make a greater 
effort to attend the dinner in 2010. Keep up the 
good work, kind regards, T.K.” Let’s hope they do 
– Ed. Tony also suggested that, to save writing 
cheques for just £4 each year, why didn’t we offer 
10 year memberships or even life memberships for 
say £75 or £100? “It may be something you could 
suggest in a future newsletter”. Well, any thoughts 
out there? The only thing I would say as Ed. is that, 
while it might save you and MD some time, it 
doesn’t encourage you to also add the cost of the 
dinner each year, so would we lose out on 
attendees? As a PPS Tony added: “My cousin 
Graham Barty (joined ’61) now lives in New 
Zealand and an old friend Roy Stark (also ’61) has 
his own website and lived in Hong kong and 
Bangkok for some years, plays blues guitar. You 
can check out www.roystark.org if you’re 
interested.” Then after the October ’09 newsletter 
Gordon Williams contacted MD: “Enjoyed the 
newsletter and was intrigued to read that a Paul 
Gill lives in the same town. Can you give me an 
address in case I need to arrange a dinner visit? I’m 
sure you have had a prolific response to the 
teachers’ identities on p.7 – if not get back. The 
website is a good idea but to read of the potential 
demise of the old school is saddening. Best 
Wishes, G.W.63-71.” Well Mike thought he could 
supply the address, then realised that we had 
contacted Paul through his sister on F-R, so 
couldn’t! I hope I managed to get a message back 
through to her & that it brought success – If not 
Gordon, have you tried phoning all the local 
P.Gill’s in the BT directory or viewing the electors 
list?! Then, just as a memory jogger, when Martin 
Brady sent me a list of his guesses for the teacher 
photos, he also said “I know I promised you 
something! I have thought about it and might even 
put pen to paper soon!” Well, he did, but it wasn’t 
for a career story as expected, but unfortunately 
with the news of Dave Bret’s death. So one day...?! 
Did I mention that Bernard Storer phoned me and 
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had a chat giving suggestions for an update on the 
Ciberknife charity – he had seen the late Ron 
Peberdy’s wife at Sainsbury’s, B on Sea. He also 
mentioned that Ron had been friendly with Colin 
Hawkes who was keen on butterflies – Has anyone 
any news of Colin? Ralph Sealey mentioned he 
had been in Capetown recently and bumped into 
Ian Stone, a retired copper from Nailsea. Ian had 
been a constable in B’water in the 60’s – small 
world! But we still don’t know where he went to 
school! I also had a query at some stage from 
someone now unknown, for a Kuodulus(?) whose 
father had been at the Continental Restaurant. He 
had become a pilot and was killed some years ago 
on a flight over the Alps. Does this ring a bell with 
anyone? A further note says “John Bryant – oil 
exploration – life stories? I was probably hoping 
for one! Yet a further note: “Rick Wooldridge – 
ref Mike Thomas you might know where 
‘Kerslake, James, DMS ’55 is now?” Did I ask 
you? Do you? Did we resolve this or is it still 
ongoing? Martin Brady had told me in an e-mail 
in Oct ’09 that Dave Bret was declining gradually 
but since April ’08 a group of 4, Martin, Roger 
Slade, Chris Durston, and Chris Redwood (Not 
DMS) had been gathering to have lunch with him 
every 4 – 6 weeks either in Crewkerne or 
Taunton.” As this involved a long journey for at 
least one of this group, we can only say “Thanks, 
Mates! That’s real friendship.” Martin had said that 
though Dave was getting rather weak and thin, the 
brain and the jokes were still very much alive and 
well! From Richard Hiseman 22nd Oct ’09 “So 
good to hear from you again. Sadly I won’t be able 
to make the dinner. Who knows? One year maybe-
--before its too late! Delighted to see those rascals 
below are attending – all good men and true. Quite 
amazingly George Whitelock got in touch with 
me sometime ago  & told me he was living in 
Milton Keynes or somewhere nearby. I have a son 
living in Stamford so George and I arranged to 
meet up for a natter on one of the rare occasions 
that I was visiting that part of the planet. No 
expenses spared, in January 2004 we met for a spot 
of lunch at a Little Chef on the A1!! He arrived in 
some sort of camper van. Had we not been the only 
two guys in the place on their own I wonder if we 
would have recognised one another. (I know the 
feeling, I had a job at the dinner –Ed!) I was 
always very envious of George when we were at 
DMS because all the cracking birds went for him 

first with his shy smile, dark curly hair and very 
good looks. Don’t you hate people like that? (So 
now you know George!!) Alan Chedzey was at 
Steve Berry’s funeral and it was very good to meet 
up with him after so many years. Unfortunately he 
had to dash off and was unable to join Steve’s 
family and myself for lunch after the service. (This 
was actually another Alan, not Chedzey. A 
Freudian slip!-Ed.) Martin Brady and I exchanged 
a few e-mails a few years ago but I don’t think we 
have met since our school days. Please give them 
all my very best wishes and anyone else who might 
admit to remembering me. I’m so sorry not to be 
there to enjoy all the banter (and to protect myself 
against all the scurrilous nonsense I have no doubt 
they will be accusing me of) (NO, I didn’t hear 
any, Richard!) I’m sure Alan will be bringing 
down some of his finest 25 year old malts from 
Inverness to share with all his old pals. Having said 
that, I remember Steve telling me Alan was now 
more Scottish than the Scots so he might be 
charging you for a dram! As for your little PS, of 
course I am a member – How dare you think 
otherwise! I do get the newsletter via e-mail now 
and I must say how much I appreciate all the work 
that must go into producing it. (He may not be so 
pleased that I’ve quoted him – again!-Ed.) Not 
easy to find material for such a publication after all 
these years. I particularly enjoy the bits and pieces 
about our old teachers – what a great bunch they 
were. I still hold them all in the highest regard. My 
particular favourite was Colin Uzzle although, not 
being the greatest mathematician student, I doubt I 
was his. I wonder how many of today’s students 
will look back in 50 years time and recall their 
teachers with such affection and respect. Have a 
great evening. I shall be thinking of you all and 
downing a few glasses of wine, very best wishes, 
Richard.” From Roy Chandler to Mike D. after 
2009 dinner “Thanks for a great night – again. I 
left without saying thanks to you and the 
committee for all the hard work you put in during 
the year – but I do appreciate it, as do others, I’m 
sure.” (Many thanks for that from us all, Roy.- Ed.) 
I also started to search out a few old boys on Friends 
Reunited and came up with: “Ian Merryweather, 
Location England, Somerset. Married, Two children, 
Working Alletsons solicitors, Partner, practising in 
Burnham on Sea, living near Bristol. Older definitely, 
wiser maybe, greyer and fatter without a doubt! Happy 
to hear from anyone in my past unless I owe them 
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money!” Ian’s Places:  DMS 1976, Haygrove School 1976, Bridgwater College 1978, Bristol Polytechnic 1981. 
Now for a photo to break up all the writing. Many Thanks to Nick Jordan who, on 22.03.10, sent me 
the following picture of Dr Morgan’s Under 14 Rugby Team 1973:- 
 

 
 

Dr Morgans u/14 rugby team 1973, Bridgwater, Somerset, South West England. Uploaded by Phillip 
Willis. In this photo: Phillip Willis, Gary Tippetts, Nick Jordan, Jeff Gudge, Dave Chandler, Gary 
Popham, Mike Barry, Dean Alan, Scobie, Jack Russell, Paul Fornier  

 

 
Your editor assumes that the photo above is of Nick Jordan, who then says “Hi Phil, These are names I 
can remember:  
Back row: Mike Bignall, Dunno (possibly Ian "Swill" Walbridge - but it dont look like him!), Gary 
Popham, Dave Chandler, Geoff Gudge, Gary Tippetts, Nick Jordan, Phillip Willis  
Front row: Lawrence "Flo" Jones, Russell "Jack" Evans, Gareth Berry, Alan Scobie, Keith Symes, 
Mike Derewicz, Barry Dean. Front: Paul Fournier, Simon Lewis” 
Then we get a reply from Linda Hicks: “Like the pic, I worked with Gary Popham’s Mum at Highbridge 
caravans, saw Gary dog walking; are you still in touch? Still waiting for the Alan House update, hope 
you are well, and things are sorting themselves out for you.” Linda Hicks 12/09/2009 09:16:31  
 
I also have the following assertions as to who they all are: Philip Willis RHS back (he uploaded this); 
Gary Tippetts 3rd from R back; Nick Jordan 2nd from R back; Jeff Gudge 4th from R back; Dave 
Chandler 5th from R back; Gary Popham 6th from R back; Mike ---  2nd from R mid row; Barry Dean 1st 
R mid; Alan Scobie 4th from R mid; Jack Russell 6th from R mid; Paul Fornier L front. 
Well I presume old boys of the same era as those above, or even those people themselves if they see 
this, will be able to confirm or correct the above names. Please let your editor have any comments. 
 
 

 

 
Dr Morgans u/14 rugby team 1973 

Bridgwater, Somerset, South West, England  
Uploaded by Phillip Willis 
In this photo: Phillip Willisgary tippettsNick Jordanjeff gudgedave chandlergary 
pophammikebarry deanalan scobiejack russellpaul fornier  

 
Hi Phil, These are names I can remember:  
back row: Mike Bignall, Dunno (possibly Ian "Swill" Walbridge - but it dont look like 
him!), Gary Popham, Dave Chandler,Geoff Gudge, Gary Tippetts, Nick Jordan, Phillip 
Willis  
front row: Lawrence "Flo" Jones, Russell "Jack" Evans, Gareth Berry, Alan Scobie, Keith 
Symes, Mike Derewicz, Barry Dean. Front: Paul Fournier, Simon Lewis 
 
Like the pic ,I worked with Gary Pophams Mum at Highbridge caravans,saw Gary dog 
walking,are you still in touch?still waiting for the Alan House update,hope you are well,and 
things are sorting themselves uot for you.x 
Linda Hicks 12/09/2009 09:16:31  
 Hi Nick, with your permission I will use this photo and names in a future Dr Morgan's 
Association Newsletter. Picked up today 22 March 2010. Many thanks for notification. 
Geoff Marchant, Editor 
 
 

About Nick Played First team rugby with my great mates for the school, Coach 
Sealey intriduced us to circuit training every lunchtime, and it paid dividends. 
Swooned over the girls from the local girls school (Carolyn, Kendra, to name my 
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Memories of Dr. Morgan’s School from Long Ago. 
One of our eldest members recently contacted me by e-mail and said he was re-sending some notes 
which he had produced and sent to me previously, but hadn’t seen them in any of our Newsletters. The 
reason was that I had never received them! So I am now more than happy to put the situation right and 
give Ray Mitchell’s memories an airing: 
 
“Hello Geoff, 
You may be surprised at hearing from me again but I felt I should write after receiving from you the 
Association's Spring Newsletter, Feb.2007, and finding it to be so interesting on both a personal and a 
general level . As you will know from our earlier correspondence, I thought your Association could not 
possibly be interested in or of interest to anyone as old as me, I shall be 85 shortly, and as many of my 
contemporaries have already dropped off the perch. But I find, to my astonishment, that several of the 
names mentioned in the Newsletter and in your reply to my earlier letter are known to me. I have 
therefore changed my mind and would like, if you will have me, to apply for membership and will 
accordingly be forwarding the application to Mike Dodden in due course. 
  
The names familiar to me include:- 
Geoff Tout.  I recall that he was in the form below mine but he was the cellist in the school orchestra in 
which I played, very badly, second violin. 
Glynn Rees. He taught at the school in those far-off days as well and also led and conducted the school 
orchestra. I recall what a wonderful violinist he was and, the envy we all felt when we saw his sleek and 
fast Swallow Sports car. 
Don Mulholland. He too was in the year below me and, I believe, lived in Burnham at the time. I still 
bear him a grudge because he "went out with" a girl from the Girls Grammar on whom I had a crush. 
Ron Short. The only thing I remember about him is that he was a terrible swot and seemed always to be 
top of the form. 
I shall look forward to future editions of the Newsletter and will scrutinise them for more nostalgic news 
of past colleagues. 
  
My own career was spent in the Civil Service and was not wholly unexciting. The most interesting part 
was serving, in the 1960's, as a Minister's Private Secretary, first to Quinten Hogg, then to Michael 
Stewart and, lastly, to Tony Crosland. They, like myself, have faded into history and I daresay, are now 
not known to many. Sic transit gloria!  But to me at the time it felt like being at the seat of power, if 
only as an onlooker. During that time I met many people, both famous and less so. Among them were 
two who were, I believe, old Morganians. One was named Temple. He was in the year above mine and 
would therefore have been a '32 entrant. He got a First in Modern Languages at Oxford and was very 
left-wing in his views it was said. The other was ? Biffin, then a Minister,- I can't remember his first 
name but I seem to recall reading that he attended Dr.Morgan's. 
  
Thank you once again for remembering me. I hope my contribution to the fund of knowledge will be of 
some interest. Yours sincerely, Ray Mitchell ('33 Entrant).” 
 
Comments from your editor: Well that really does go back as far as anyone now alive can remember! Geoff Tout 
also contacted me by phone some time ago now and promised an article but it hasn’t arrived so I must chase that 
up.* Can anyone enlighten us as to who the “Temple” chap was and to what level he rose. John Biffen’s Service 
of thanksgiving was covered in our issue of June 2008. The late Ron Short’s DMS memories were in the issue of 
Oct 2009, covering the move of the school from Mount Street to Durleigh Road, and I have more of his 
“Bridgwater Area” memories yet to print. I’m glad Ray used a Latin quotation too – I would risk a translation but 
perhaps Ray will furnish one for us? ‘Bonzo’ would have been so proud of him, but then who taught Latin before 
‘Bonzo’ and Jack Lawrence? Can you remember, Ray, or even Geoff Tout? If so, please do let us know – a list of 
staff in those days would also be of interest for posterity. (* G. T’s article now arrived; hopefully print Feb.2011.) 
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On page 4 of this present issue I mentioned Nick Jordan. Just to complete his details before we move off 
totally to another subject and forget to include them, we have from F-R:- 

About Nick:-  Played First team rugby with my great mates for the school, Coach Sealey intriduced (Sic – not 
DMS spelling, surely!) us to circuit training every lunchtime, and it paid dividends. Swooned over the girls from 
the local girls school (Carolyn, Kendra, to name my favourites). Loved my time at Doc Morgans, and went on to 
play rugby for Morganians. Lived in Weston Zoyland, until 1976 when I migrated to South Africa. Stayed there 
for 8 years, mostly in Cape Town (even played rugby for Transvaal at age group) before returning to the UK. 
Eventually ended up working as a Quantity Surveyor in Plymouth for 10 years, still playing rugby for the 
zMighty, Old Public Oaks. Settled in New Zealand in 1998, where I am still working as a Quantity Surveyor in 
the most beautiful country in the world, with the best rugby teams. Now happily married to a true Kiwi girl 
(stubborn & sexy). (Hope she doesn’t read this – Ed.!) 
Have been back to UK, and now know that one visit was enough. Sorry, but apart from the good pubs, not much 
going for UK anymore. I miss just 3 things about UK, family, friends, and the local (The Union, in Plympton). 

Nick's future plans:- Have to visit the US. Go over to Europe and show my wife where I grew up, and see family 
and friends. Then visit the South Sea Islands that I haven't seen so far, as well as the ones I have, give me the sun, 
and the clear blue sea. 

Nick would like to...Travel the world 

Nicks places: Bridgwater College 1976; Clevedon V.c. Junior School 1962 – 1968; Team Crewe 
Railroaders/crewes Missiles 1985 – 1988; Dr Morgan's Grammar School For Boys 1975; Nailsea 
School 1971; Team Old Morganians 1973 – 1976; Team Old Public Oaks 1990 - 1998 

 
 

Having given Nick’s details, I feel I must also give Phillip Willis’s, so again from Friend’s Re-united: 
He says “I'd love to hear what you're up to now, It would be great to meet up again, 
I can't believe how time has flown, I hope life is treating you well  
Latest event:    Had a baby 25/12/1976   
Quick answers  
  Location: England, Somerset, Bridgwater.  Relationship Status: Married. Children: more than 3. 
Work: Working - happy where I am, Wincanton,  warehouse operations Manager.    
 Then there are Latest photos and videos  Latest photos added by Phillip 
    
Phillip's places:- Dr Morgan's Grammar School For Boys 1970 – 1975; Haygrove School 1970 – 1975; 
Prince of Wales 1978 – 1985; Puriton Fc 1972 – 1985; Puriton Primary School 1964 - 1970 
 

 
Reference our June 2010 issue and the coverage of Dave Bret’s Funeral I have received the 
following e-mail from his daughter: 
Date: Mon, 3 May 2010 20:10:01 +0100 
Hi Geoff 
Thank you so much for forwarding a copy of your very interesting DMS newsletter to me.  The feature 
on Dad was perfect – you guys did him proud!  Dad was very lucky to have so many great friends and I 
am glad you have such happy memories of school together.  It is lovely to see that you are all still in 
touch.   Incidentally, not only did my brother and I attend Haygrove, but Anna and Will, Dave’s 
grandchildren currently attend Haygrove so the tradition carries on!  Coincidentally Mark Painter was 
the DJ at my 18th Birthday!! 
I wish you continued success with your newsletter and Association and I remember Dad speaking 
fondly of your get-togethers and about his old school pals. 
Best wishes  Nicola Kelly 
 
A complimentary copy of that issue was also sent to Christopher Redwood and thanks have been received. Chris also noted 
that he had forwarded a copy to Roger Slade and Chris Durston as “surprised to learn they are not DMA members”. 
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Latest news on Old Boy Paul Forrest’s situation as “Avon” Coroner. ( See last newsletter, page 8.) 
On 29th. June, 2010, BBC Points West announced that Paul had been sacked by ‘Lord Chancellor’ Ken 
Clarke for “refusal and failure to engage with Bristol City Council” on the subject of building the new 
coroner’s court at Flax Bourton. Last year Jack Straw had suspended him on full pay and another staff 
member had also been suspended. The solicitor (presumably acting for Paul) said he was amazed at the 
latest action and that he had now asked for a review, as the council had not worked to the proper 
procedures. (ITV ‘The West Country Tonight’ issued a similar report the same evening but giving Ken 
Clarke’s title as ‘Justice Secretary’. Any further news obtained will be added here, or on page 8 if 
received late. (See next page – Ed.) 
 
 
The next correspondence item was quite a long one from David Derham and at the moment I will only 
use the first paragraph as that was topical when it was sent on 16th., April 2010, while the remainder 
will keep a while. David said “Yes the editor is right, Electronically sent Emails to me at least, are 
seldom read for weeks after being sent. Often it can be months. I have just read for example, the June 09 
edition (of the DMA Newsletters), not sure if there may be a later one in the inbox still waiting attention 
but I am not likely to look that far ahead until I have cleared more of those in between!” So there’s 
another view on the subject of whether e-mailed Newsletters get read, or at least read promptly! 
However, having received David’s e-mail, I remembered he had given me a disc with lots of DMS 
pictures on some long time ago, and as this issue of the newsletter has been quite a hard reading session 
up to now, I thought “What better than to use some of David’s pictures here to lighten things up a bit – 
so here we go with a “lucky dip” approach into what he kindly made available, all 1955-1958 vintage:- 

 

  
 

 

Bob Acland Malcolm Veale Head - Charlie Key Ernie Middle 

 

Form 4B, 
1956 
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Well many, many, thanks to David Derham for those Candid Camera Shots – Have any of our younger, 
or even older, members got any photos they could loan us for another edition? If so, please contact the 
editor as below. David also sent a very rare photo – I have never seen one before of this great long-term DMS character – 
guess who! Unfortunately it was very dark, but I have had it enhanced and will use it in a future edition. 
 
 Latest Re Paul Forrest: Clevedon Mercury 08.07.10 showed picture of “Former Avon coroner “ & stated that “P.F. was 
formally removed from his position by Lord Chancellor Ken Clarke and the Lord Chief Justice, the head of the judiciary.”  It 
said he had fought for a new mortuary at Flax Bourton and told a N.Somerset Council committee that he was extremely 
disappointed with the way officials had handled the planning application. Also a potential £1.3m of Home Office funding 
had been lost in 2005 because Bristol City Council did not match the offer. Bristol City Council spokeslady said she was 
pleased the review body made no criticism of council staff. It also reported that in Sept ’09 P.F. had suffered a heart attack 
which he attributed to the stress of the investigation. (A peculiar situation all round! I’m sure we all wish Paul a very happy 
retirement after many, many years of hard work, which to an outsider, seems to have been totally overlooked. – Ed.) 
 
Re Haygrove School: Tues 13th. July ’10 from BBC ‘Points West’: Haygrove & other schools – Ian Lydel Grainger, Tory 
MP, trying to get decision not to fund rebuild reversed with Education Sec. Coach trip to Westminster to demonstrate against 
decision planned. I.L.G. said Education Sec. not aware of full effects so will review situation of all 6 schools. Planned 
demonstration later postponed to allow for this review. No further news to date (15.09.10) 
 

 

 

DMS Swimming Sports Day June or July 1955 

Messrs. Middle, Skelton, & Key DMS 1957 

Committee contacts:  Mike Dodden  01278 423890  mdodden@aol.com ; Mike Beaumont  01278 786888  
beauuk@aol.com ; Bill King 01278 456405  william_king1@sky.com;  Geoff. Marchant 01934 834550  
yattonmarchants2010@hotmail.co.uk ; Ralph Sealey 01278 722934  ralphandanna@tiscali.co.uk ; Clive Kett  01278 
423229  clivekett@hotmail.com ;Ray Haines 01278 450834  raymondhaines121@btinternet.com   
Material For Newsletter. Please write, phone, text, or e-mail, to Geoff Marchant, 37 Mendip Road, Yatton, North Somerset, BS49 
4HR. Tel: 01934 834550 Txt: 07906 569 915 E-mail: Please send to yattonmarchants2010@hotmail.co.uk   Photos can be sent to this 
e-mail address but bear in mind that we still produce a black & white newsletter for a large number of our members who either have no 
e-mail address, or whose e-mail addresses are out of date on our information listing. Therefore, please do not send large colour 
photos, or black & white ones of extremely high resolution, say in excess of 300kB. Thanks for all contributions to the newsletter – 
do please keep them coming. I especially need career / life history articles and reminiscences of the old school days.  
Geoff. Marchant, Newsletter Editor. 
 
 


