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Old Morganians  
  NEWSLETTER No. 2, OCTOBER 2012 

Editor: Geoff. Marchant; NB: See bottom of page 8 for all contact details. 
 

Editorial – Haygrove School’s Celebration of 
75 years of the (DMS) School Building: Sat. 
14th July 2012. 
What an afternoon 
of memories and 
nostalgia!  Jenny 
McCubbin  thinks 
between 120 and 
130 people attended, 
and certainly my 
wife and I and many 
others had a very 
pleasant and 
interesting time. I 
suspect all did! The 
potential stock of 
photos and articles 
for the newsletter 
has increased 
considerably mainly 
due  (so far) to the 
efforts of Jenny, Chris Cudlipp, Roger Richards 
and Dave Peek. I took one of Chris standing in 
his father’s place behind the Chemistry Lab’s 
front table. That room must be one of the few 
relatively unchanged since the 1950s! My wife 
also took one of me on the steps outside the front 
door of the school wearing the late Ronald D. 
Short’s school cap of 75 years ago! That cap 
must have come through that door (or the west-
end one), many times before the school opened 
as Ron helped push furniture and files up from 
Mount Street on a handcart – I hope that summer 
was much better than this one for that job! 
Present head Karen Calham and parent Jenny 
McCubbin, and helpers, did a fantastic job of 
organising the heritage afternoon – nice to be 
welcomed by very pleasant young lady pupils 
too – “times ain’t what they used to be!” At the 
risk of being Shanghai’d I will quote Jenny, in 
thumbs up pose, “Not bad for a girl, eh?” but I 
would enlarge that to “Not bad for TWO girls, 
eh?” as Karen knocks spots off Chas. Key and 
was so embracingly welcoming and 
knowledgeable about her >1100 present pupils. I 
bet she doesn’t find time to take an hour or so off 
of school afternoon to pop on a straw hat and 

pot-up plants in her greenhouse at home 
(admittedly many more miles away in Cheddar) 

as Ray Haines told me C.K. 
was known to do! (A new story 
that one for me – boys slinking 
off up what is now Roman 
Lane to have a crafty ‘drag’ 
only to witness the head on 
more than one occasion taking 
a sabbatical!! What with that 
and Bonzo’s craving for ‘fag 
ends’ from the gutter in Bristol 
Bus Station after retirement 
(story from another ex DMS 
witness who wishes to remain 
anonymous!) SOME of OUR 
staff were of  questionable 

character at 
times – aren’t 
we all! – but 

Karen 
thought HER pupils were better behaved than 
some pupils in our days, on account of stories 
told her by Ray Haines, Richard Hampson, and 
others! 
All in all a very worthwhile afternoon – and that 
for them after a hectic and wet fête the day 
before. Many, many, thanks Haygrove. 
 
Our Very Special Dinner at Haygrove School. 
As our very first joint dinner was scheduled to 
take place on Saturday 15th September, i.e. only 
a couple weeks before this Newsletter is due for 
release, the report of what happened has been 
relegated to the back page (page 8) so that I can 
get on with the format of the rest of the 
newsletter – no offence intended to arrangers, 
guests, or speakers! Any photos or extended 
coverage may have to be held over until next 
time (March 2013 – note that as from 2013 the Spring 
publishing date has been delayed from February to March 
to help our accountant publisher at his request.) 
Our first article in this edition MUST be that 
provided by Old Morganian Phil Williams 
last year and your editor must apologise to 
Phil and also Dick Raymond for having 
overlooked it (Dick thankfully reminded me 

 
The Editor, wearing the late Ronald D.Short’s circa 1937 cap, outside the 
front door at Haygrove (ex Dr Morgan’s) School, 14th. July 2012. (See text.) 
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of it and I found I had it all intact in a very 
safe (!!) hiding place). I think I shall entitle his 
account of his work “….COVERED ALL 
OVER IN SWEET VIOLETS…” and I will 
start with that 2011 e-mail. His two large-file 
pictures will appear after this e-mail and then 
I will continue with his school reminiscences. 
6th Nov, 2011 from Phil to Dick Raymond, and 
note “Attachment: Manure picture4.doc – this 
gives a hint as to why I chose the above title! 
(Ed.) 
“Hello Dick, and how are things? 
Well I missed the reunion again, out in the field 
most of September and October, sitting on a 
manure spreader collecting spectra and samples. 
I don’t know what it is like in the UK, but 
manure management is becoming very big out 
here, and we are organizing a way of continuous 
analysis of manure as it is being spread, and 
cultivated into the fields. To give you some idea 
of the size of things here, when I was living in 
Burtle, and going to Morgan’s, we kept 5-6 pigs 
on the farm. The last hog (pig) farm where I was 
working was raising about 16,000 hogs. The pig 
produces about 3 x the amount of manure than 
any other domestic animal, and it is washed into 
man-made lakes called lagoons. These hold up 
to 7 million gallons, and have to be emptied, on 
an average about once a year. The manure is 
pumped up to 4 miles, and cultivated directly 
into the soil. The farmers and manure 
applicators (who own the equipment and 
organize the pump-outs) need to know the 

composition, because of the environmental 
regulations, and also because of the valuable 
nutrients in the manure. Up until now they had 
no way of knowing what was being pumped out, 
but we can provide continuous analysis 
throughout the pump-out. We plan on providing 
commercial-scale continuous analysis by about 
August of next year. I attach a picture of an 
applicator (spreader), to give you some idea of 
the size. The equipment is about 50 feet wide. 
This year I was unable to come to the UK at all, 
the first year I have missed for a long time. But I 
hope to be able to come to next year’s reunion, 
particularly as it will be at Morgan’s. Many 
memories, but the fondest are from the rugby 
field. We didn’t get any of the World Cup here, 
the baseball World Series, and the NFL football 
take preference. We did get the World Football 
cup last year, but as far as I am concerned that 
is a bigger event than the Olympic Games, and 
even the Americans are interested enough to 
cover it. 
Fall is on us now here in Nanaimo, our clocks 
went back yesterday, I am out in the yard, 
planting compost and bulbs, and it is supposed 
to go down to -1o C this week, with promises of 
flurries. Winnipeg weather is unseasonably 
warm, but could plunge to -15oC or worse any 
day. I lived there for 39 years, and have known 
significant snow in October, so they are living on 
borrowed time! Greetings, Phil (Burt). 
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Then again on June 6th, 2012: 
From: Phil Williams <philwilliams@pdkgrain.com>To: 'Michael Dodden' <mdodden@aol.com>Sent: 
Wed, 6 Jun 2012 18:40 Subject: RE: Old Morganians allpdx  Michael, good day, and thanks for your 
message and the newsletter. I attended Dr. Morgans between 1944-1950, so before your time. I was 
known as "Burt" Williams, I lived in Burtle, and my Somerset dialect accent was so pronounced in 1944 
that I became christened 'Burtle" during my first week, rapidly shortened to "Burt". My closest mates 
were Bryan Lancastle, "Moses"(John) Yard, Hank Lock, and Clive Bruton, who now lives in Victoria,B.C. 
Clive and I visit from time to time, Nanaimo is about 2 hours from Saanich, where Clive and Mary live. 
Clive was captain of the school cricket team. I never took to cricket, but Lank and Hank and I were rugby 
mates. Clive and I simply just got along together well, and still do, 68 years later! I have been in Canada 
going on 48 years, after 6 years in Wagga Wagga, NSW. I really want to attend this year's dinner at the 
school, and Dick Raymond has filled in the application form for me (Dick and I were also rugby mates, 
and played a couple of times on Cardiff Arms Park, now replaced by Millenium Stadium). What is the 
new fee structure for membership in the Old Morganians Society, and how do I pay my dues? Also, how 
can I contribute to the John Biffen Memorial fund? I think that Pete Braine (another rugby mate) runs 
that, but I don't have an e-mail address for him. It was good to see the pictures of Mr. Percival Charles 
Shelley Gillard, John Lawrence and Mr. Vaughan-Jones ("Bonzo") in the newsletter. The name of "Glyn" 
also rang a bell, and we invited him (Glyn Rees) to one of the annual dinners. He was 92, and very happy 
to have been invited. One of the most memorable masters was Bob Overy, the art master, who was a type 
of surrogate father to many of us. Greetings, Phil (Burt) Willams 
 
Poor Glyn tried in vain to teach all of us metal-work and wood-work in the first forms (1F and 1W), but I think that 
only Peter (aka "Shagger") Hornsby took his classes to a later stage, possibly even the Oxford, now O-level. 
Glyn also coached the 1st and 2nd forms in singing, in those days we started every day with some form of semi-
religious gathering in the main hall, and we were more or less all boy sopranos, with the 6th form providing the 
bass. 
In those first years there were only 2 houses, Fairfax and Wyndham. The 2 other houses Cromwell (Highbridge/ 
Burnham/Huntspill) and Hopton (all of the "Country" boys, including me) came into being in our 3rd year. There 
was an inter-house rugby competition, and a 7-a-side competition for the Poplar 
Cup, in those days. I was a member of Mick Squibbs’ and Mick Waddleton's Poplar Cup-winning teams in 1948 and 
1949. Golden Days! P(B). 
 
Then From: Michael Dodden Sent: June-06-12 12:18 PM  To: philwilliams@pdkgrain.com 
Subject: Re: Old Morganians allpdx 
Hi Phil 
Good to hear from you and look forward to making your acquaintance in September. I have forwarded your email 
to Geoff Marchant, our newsletter editor who, I am sure, will use some of your email in a future edition. 
I knew Glyn Rees as he tried to teach me metalwork and tech drawing (unsuccessfully), but we got on because I 
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played the violin and was in Wyndham House. Jack Lawrence was deputy head and, briefly head, in my time 
(65 to 72). Best wishes, Mike Dodden 
 
Finally, From: Phil Williams, Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 6:15 PM  To: 'Pauline and Dick'  
Subject: RE: Old Morganians 
  
Dear Dick, thanks for your message, and particular thanks for filling out the form for me, I really want to 
attend the dinner. Please let me know the cost of the dinner, and also of membership to the Old 
Morganians Society. I will send you a bank draft to cover the costs. I would also like to contribute to the 
John Biffen Memorial fund, so if you can send me Pete Braine’s e-mail I will contact him as to how I may 
contribute.  
 Sorry for this delay in response to your message of April 11th., but so far it has been has not been an 
auspicious beginning to the year. In addition to the loss of my foot, and being diagnosed with 
arteriosclerosis in both lower legs, my first son Graham passed away on May 1st, and my 2nd son, Chris, 
and I attended his funeral in Tregaron, Dyfed, on May 12th. I have been working hard on getting back to 
normal, and am happy to say that I am now walking without a cane (you call them “walking sticks”), 
driving, and I have weeded and planted most of our garden. My finest effort has been to walk to our local 
pub for our weekly Thursday conferences (about a mile of hilly terrain) without a cane, a feat which I 
now repeat every Thursday. And I started work again about 6 weeks ago in Manitoba and Québec. Still 
working at manure analysis.  
We get very little rugby news out here, especially during the hockey season, so thank you also for the very 
welcome news about Wales. We do hear about the World Rugby Cup, mainly because Canada usually 
takes part. To give you an idea of the status of rugby here, for years the University of British Columbia 
Thunderbirds was regarded as Canada’s official team, and played against the Wallabies, All Blacks, 
Springboks and Ireland, not quite like the Cardiff team of the 1940s  (with Frank Trott) that beat the 
Wallabies. Greetings, Phil (Burt). 
 
Many thanks to Phil, Mike, and Dick for all that information and my apologies that it didn’t 
appear before the dinner! 
 
You may have noticed that Phil referred above to the John Biffen Memorial fund and that takes us 
neatly into another discussion letter I received last year from my old classmate Martin Brady (1951-56) 
and the fund which D.M. Society members had set up and which will continues under the same people in 
the new joint structure of “Old Morganians”. It is, as Phil said, administered by Pete Braine, and I am sure 
he will appreciate any donation from any member, or in fact from any old boy whether a member of our 
O.Ms. or not. Pete’s e-mail address is pmbrain@aol.com and his tel. No .is 01823 451168. 
 
“Some Thoughts on Who We Are” by Martin Brady, April 2011: 
 
 “Longer ago than I care to admit, your esteemed editor (hasn't he done well!?), asked me if I would care 
to write a few sentences on my life since we all knew each other, or were aware of each other, up at the 
top of Haygrove Hill. I have been a little reluctant to pursue this idea partly because I fall easily into 
‘bone idle’ and partly because I have found myself wondering whether anybody else cares a hoot. 
 
It would be wrong for me to create the impression that I am not interested in talking about myself. Like 
most people, if there is any subject under the sun at which I excel it is that of talking about me. However, 
fond as I am of the sound of my own voice, I am also not at all sure that it would contribute much either 
to the reading habits of colleagues or to my own self-perspectives. 
 
Nevertheless, I would like to raise a few thoughts on the nature of who we are. I do not know precisely 
the date at which Dr Morgan's School ceased to exist but I am a little concerned about the clear fact which 
stares us in the face, i.e. that we are a declining population. If we can be joined only by those who were at 
‘Morgans’ up to a date in the 1970s our total possible number is, by definition, limited. We may be able 
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to recruit more members from those who are eligible but nothing can deny the fact that the eligible 
number is a definable maximum which is inevitably declining day by day. 
 
So it seems to me that the question we have to ask ourselves is, how happy we are to be an association of 
the "Not Dead Yet "?. 
 
I am, of course, aware that for many of my colleagues, of all ages, there was something special about Dr 
Morgan's School and that there is much to be protected in remaining pure and uncontaminated, but at the 
moment we have to admit that there is an inevitability about a future date by which there will be one "last 
man standing".  
 
One way in which we might think about this is to pose the question "what does an alumnus association do 
and in what sense are we like one?" As far as I know from other similar organisations of the alumni kind, 
especially for a school, there is usually a willingness to get involved in the life of the school in any way 
agreeable to the school. This often takes the form of raising funds for particular aspects of school life, 
supporting the teaching in any way possible and acting as a reservoir of knowledgeable experience in the 
employment world to be accessed by both students and teachers. But we are in the undeniable position 
that we cannot act like this because we are no longer attached to an existing school. 
 
But we could do so if we were associated with the successor school. 
 
Might we consider the possibility of a link with the existing alumnus association of the institution which 
took our place in the Durleigh Road buildings and grounds? And if there isn't one, could we not perhaps 
encourage them to start one with our support? It would mean a modification of attitudes on the part of 
many of us but it might also have the virtue of bringing our wish to remember ‘Morgans’ into a place 
where we might be very useful to a lot of other people. Might we not also find it refreshingly stimulating 
to contribute in some way in the twenty-first century to the learning and development of today’s 
Bridgwater youth?” 
 
 Well, I think the amalgamation has probably forestalled some of Martin’s points as we now have the 
John Biffen Memorial Fund as part of our new structure, but I would welcome any new discussion 
and suggestions for future newsletters. I quote from our agenda for our first joint committee meeting “ 
The John Biffen Memorial fund is currently administered by a small group of John Biffen’s peer 
group. Eventually it will have to be incorporated into the general financial arrangements but 
administered separately.” Thanks to Dick Raymond for that, and for the following further explanation. 
 
“The John Biffen Award Fund. Although this was set up by Society members it is in memory of a distinguished late 
pupil of Dr. Morgan’s School but, I believe, has only been donated to by Society members. Because this award is 
appreciated by Bridgwater College and given publicity as a Dr. Morgan’s sponsored prize it would be seem 
appropriate if the Association members could be asked if they would be willing to add to this fund so as to continue 
the Award longer into the future. Currently the fund is earning 50% of F-all and the administrators of the fund are all 
creeping up in age and encountering health problems so we should be looking to put it somewhere where it earns 
something, however small, and thinking of someone to eventually take on the administration and liaison with the 
College.” 
 
So it looks as though this fund gives some emolument to Bridgwater College pupils who achieve well, and is not 
solely those at Haygrove School, the old DMS. Members may well wish to comment on this – I am sure the reason 
was well thought through when the fund was set up but further comment is fully admissible here. Ed. One further 
snippet I picked up recently, again from Dick Raymond, was “Earlier in September 2011 Peter Braine had 
presented Leanne Baker (a student of Bridgwater college) with the Lord Biffen Prize. Leanne has gained a 
placement at Cambridge University to study history.”  N.B. Peter can be contacted on pmbbrain@aol.com 
 
As a corollary I would draw members’ attention to the final paragraph of the ‘Welcome to Haygrove School’s 75 
Year Heritage Celebrations’: “Several ex-students have asked if it would be possible to make a more substantial 
donation towards a specific project that is currently being undertaken by the school. Should you wish to do so, 
please contact the Headteacher’s PA, Miss Murtiza, on 01278 455 531.” 
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Abbreviated Minutes of the “Old Morganians” committee meetings (including that held over from last time!  
 
Minutes of the joint meeting of The Dr Morgan's Association & The Dr. Morgan's Society held on Monday 30th 
January2012  @ The Tudor Restaurant.     The meeting opened at 7.30pm  Michael Dodden welcomed the members present 
viz. Michael Dodden, Bill King, Dick Raymond, Colin Brown, Brian Scott, Ralph Sealey, Ray Haines, Geoff Marchant, Tony 
Wilkins. Apologies received from Paul Williams, Chris Hockey. 
 OFFICERS – PRESIDENT: Bryan Lancastle said he did not wish to be elected Chairman.and  it was proposed by Ralph 
Sealey & seconded by Dick Raymond that Bryan Lancastle be elected President. 
CHAIRMAN: Bill King was proposed by Michael Dodden & seconded by Brian Scott. 
TREASURER: Michael Dodden was proposed by Bryan Lancastle & seconded by Dick Raymond. 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Geoff Marchant offered & was accepted. He would be welcome at any committee meeting. 
SECRETARY  Bryan Lancastle proposed Dick Raymond & suggested that Dinner arrangements should be separate from this 
post. Dick Raymond agreed to this & added Paul Williams should be on the committee - particularily for liasing with 
Haygrove School. Dick Raymond to draft letters & forms etc. Ray Haines suggested forming a sub committee to organise 
Dinners. 
WEBSITE OFFICER: Geoff Marchant agreed to take this position & liase dr.morgans.com with Greg Kett (son of Clive Kett). 
MINUTE SECRETARY: Tony Wilkins agreed to this position. 
The Chairman proposed that there should be a bi-annual election for Officers. All agreed. 
All monies for 2012 Dinner to be sent to Michael Dodden. 
COMMITTEE: The following were invited to join the new committee - Colin Brown, Brian Scott, Ray Haines, Chris Hockey, 
Ralph Sealey, Paul Williams.  OFFICERS: Elected as above.  COMMITTEE:  Elected as above. 
ACCOUNTS  The Association accounts were presented by Michael Dodden. - Balance of £2315.00.  
                           Dr Morgan's Society a/cs were presented by Brian  Scott. Balance of £2287.00.  
                           Making TOTAL BALANCE of the 2 clubs = £4602.00 which should be paid into one account.                          
Bryan Lancastle suggested that a gesture from the joint venture to The John Biffen Fund, to keep the flag flying with 
Bridgwater College & old Dr. Morgan's School. The Chairman suggested & was agreed that a pledge would be given over 
the next number of years, the amount to be decided. Recommended that we contact Peter Braine etc. to let them know that we 
are going to help. 
Bryan Lancastle suggested that we contact Harold Palmer (Senior Old Morganians) that we are forming a new 'Association’ & 
that they will not be forgotten.  All in agreement.     (Ed.: Unfortunately Harold will be away for 2012 dinner but was in fine 
form, with other 88 year olds at the Heritage afternoon!). 
SUBSCRIPTION..£4.00   DINNER 2012..£19.00   DATE OF NEXT MEETING  May 28th 2012 
JOINT LETTERS  Michael Dodden & Dick Raymond to liase on joint letter to all members & Michael Dodden to 
organise distribution. Bryan Lancastle read out letter to be distributed to all Society members. 
A.O.B  Tony Wilkins would try & get minutes out approx 10 days after meeting. A short discussion re. the Association's stock 
of Ties - approx 50 in stock. No plans were in hand for a joint tie. Agreed to continue selling old stock.            
The meeting closed at 9.17pm. (Many thanks to Tony for logging all that so concisely.) 
 

My Much Abbreviated Minutes of the OM Committee Meeting at The Tudor, Monday 28th. May, 2012. 
Apologies recorded and Minutes of previous meeting (as above) read by Tony Wilkins. Mike Dodden gave financial Situation: 
114 members had paid 2012 sub & for dinner, including 2 new members & 1 previous ‘Old Morganian’. 47 had paid 2012 sub 
only. £125 had been paid to Ravenswood Media for updating and reconstruction of the (now) Old Morganians website, 
drmorgans.com .For the dinner on 15th Sept. there would be 8 guests (Head and Governors of Haygrove School + partners) + 
present Haygrove teacher Paul Williams (OM, and MC for evening) + speaker Tony Ball (OM) and OM President Bryan 
Lancastle on the Top Table. Sending reminders to non-repliers, how, and the logistics of opening and closing the school (Sat. 
& Sunday for Caterers and Furniture were discussed and left in P.W’s hands to arrange/liase, & with committee members 
offering help, possibly on both days. Where to put Memorabilia was a problem – would be discussed further at next meeting. 
Also Tony and Jan Ball’s accommodation had to be discussed with them and sorted. Also a ‘thank-you’ present for Tony was 
explored, if he would not take a fee. PW gave an update on the school exhibition and G.M. reported on preparation of the next 
newsletter – ‘already sent to M.D. for distribution early June’. Dick Raymond offered to discuss 2013 available dinner dates 
with the Tudor proprietors after this comm. Meeting. Mal Davies’ ill health was reported under A.O.B. as (I have noted but 
cannot recall why/who!!) was the succession of a Mrs Lucas from ‘war school for engineers’, to Collegiate School, and then 
departure from Bridgwater! (I trust my colleagues will be able to remind me about her & my notes!..Ed.) D.O.N.M:13Aug. ’12  
 
My Much Abbreviated Minutes of the OM Committee Meeting at The Tudor, Monday 13th. Aug., 2012. 
All except Ralph Sealey attended, he had apologised. Minutes of previous meeting read and noted that Harold Palmer would 
not now be able to attend dinner as he would be in Canada. (Dick & I forgot to report that, D.V., 1 Canadian member WOULD 
be present – Phil Williams!) For Dinner on 15th Sept., Paul Williams would be M.C. It was reported that Mel Davies had been 
in Musgrove but was now home & improving. M.D. reported that 136 members were fully paid-up for the dinner and that gave 
a total of 144 including guests. (30 extra since last meeting but some cancellations – what to do about these – refund or hold 
for 2013? – latter assumed.) There would need to be 15 round tables. Name cards to be provided in plastic envelopes – with a 
plea to put on shirt or tie, not on coats which were often then removed, thus also removing identity! Agreed there would 
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be 2 ‘Greeters’ + 1 handing out name cards (Ray Haines, Colin Brown, Ralph Sealey, possibly + Tom Lancastle with his 
knowledge of older members.) Brian Scott would probably bring Tony & Jan Ball & look after them; Paul Williams to look 
after other guests & introduce them to members, with Bryan Lancastle (OM President) giving a vote of thanks to Haygrove. 
Table number/name stands from the caterers at £1.25 each would be provided and much discussion took place re table numbers 
only, or together with names based on old DMS staff nicknames – the latter to proceed & a master list to be displayed & 
explained on entry! Dinner time had been confused but it was decided to stick with the normal time of 7pm for 7.30pm start, 
although it was agreed that with the extra introductory speeches this year, the caterers would expect to start serving at 7.45pm. 
Head Table would be Davey, since he was last Head of DMS. Menu Cards in a simplified format would be provided. Members 
would be encouraged to bring cameras & take photos, & possibly provide some for local press (AND THIS NEWSLETTER 
please!..Ed.) Location of the Memorabilia and the Bar (Glyn Rees’ old workshop – named for licence) were again discussed & 
decided. In view of space restrictions it was reluctantly decided to abandon the copy of the slide show used by Haygrove at the 
heritage day. (This is available at the Blake Museum exhibition until 6th Oct.) 
G.M. was asked to remove Jeff Bird’s name from the website list of members as he had died. Graham Lock had had a triple 
by-pass op. & was now home and getting on. Ray Hammond had been in BRI and Shepton Mallet hospital & hopefully 
recovering from serious surgery. A complete list of members would shortly be provided by M.D. for the website. Brian S. 
would ascertain Tony & Jan’s sweet choices and D.O.N.M: Monday 10th Sept, 7.30pm at the Tudor “for a half-hour clear-
up!!’ (– we shall see, well I won’t as I shan’t be there, notice given in advance…Ed.) 
 

Memories of DMS Old Boy, the late Ronald D. Short (1922 – 2004) continued. 
Chapter 2  Peartwater 1927 – 1940, Part 2 

 
 For a long time I kept a rabbit in a hutch situated by the hedge at the side of the 
garden. It was let out sometimes for a run on the grass. We had two or three cats in turn and 
one, “Timmy”, used to go rabbiting and usually brought them home alive. We were 
sometimes lucky to have one big enough to make a meal for ourselves. ‘Play time’ was 
occupied in various ways. There were plenty of fields and woods to roam around in looking 
for birds nests and wild flowers of which there were plenty. Some fields had ‘bottomless’ 
ponds in them – fun in winter when frozen! I collected birds’ eggs and kept them in drawers 
of sawdust or, if large, wrapped in cottonwool (illegal nowadays). My collection went to 
Taunton Museum. Roadside verges and banks also had many wild flowers, now mostly gone 
due to all the traffic. The brook at the bottom between the two hills, (the Peart water 

presumably) was  a great attraction and a lot of time was spent by and in it. At a spring running into the 
brook was plenty of watercress. Here I once found some very old worn pennies which I still have. There 
were plenty of trout in it and I remember catching one once and my mother cooked it. Next to our garden 
was an orchard where we sometimes ‘scrumped’ apples which included mostly ‘Morgan Sweet’ and 
‘Tom Putt’. At certain places there were sloping gaps from a field or wood which we used as entry or exit 
– these were known as ‘shords’. Two things I had were a scooter and a hoop which were used safely out 
on the roads nearby, there being little traffic. Mine was a two wheeled scooter but Herbert Parsons, my 
friend from next door, has three wheels on his! The hoop and crook for trundling it along was made by 
the local blacksmith (more about him later). Later, when we all had bicycles, and the weather was warm 
in the summer, we would cycle to Kilve or Shurton Bars (just beyond Stogursey) to the sea-shore where 
we would pick winkles and knock limpets off the rocks to take home to boil for eating. There was not 
much sand there but the rock pools were fun to explore. In the hunting season we cycled up into the 
Quantocks to the ‘Meet’ and see the hounds and deer. Some summers I spent a week or so with my 
mother’s friend who kept a boarding house at Lynton. We had to get to Keenthorne on the Bridgwater to 
Minehead road to catch a bus and then change to another at Minehead for Lynmouth. The bus used to 
wait at the station at Minehead for the train from Taunton and beyond. I spent my time visiting my aunts 
at Lynmouth or walking around the area and playing with new friends there. As I had not much pocket-
money I would only use the cliff railway upwards if I was too tired to do the steep climb up to Lynton. 
The charge then was 2d down, 3d up and 4½d return.     
I also visited my relatives at Corston near Bath and at Burnham-on-Sea, where at the latter I took “Chum” 
the dog for walks on the beach. I remember the railway and the trains shunting around and once an engine 
going across to the jetty; this must have been in the very early days. There was for sometime a miniature 
railway by the station with steam engines, and the “Marine Lake” where there were boats for rowing.                 
                    To be continued… 

 
Ron in 
1955 
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THE OLD MORGANIANS’ ANNUAL DINNER, 15th Sept. 2012, IN OUR OLD SCHOOL HALL. 
 

75 years of the Durleigh Road school site; 1937 to 2012. How could we all have celebrated this 
milestone in better fashion? Haygrove School staff, pupils, and parents set the stage with their hugely 
successful ‘Heritage day’ on 14th July and now it was the ‘Old Morganians’ turn. Just a few visited the 
exhibition at the Blake Museum in the afternoon of 15th Sept. while committee members, especially Dick 
Raymond, worked through the day (and previous days) to assure that all would go according to plan for 
our evening dinner. A total of 140 members and guests were expected to sit down in what our president 
reminded everyone (with a wicked Lancastle grin!) was OUR School Hall! Present Head, Karen Canham, 
smilingly let him get away with that one! Only 4 name badges were left unused on the ‘Greeters’ table at 
7.25pm, though about 5 others had communicated that they would not now be able to attend – so my 
“Over 130 attended” report to the Bridgwater Mercury was correct, precisely 1 over in our estimate! 
Despite this large number, Windsor Catering & the British Flag Carnival Club bar staff did exceedingly 
well, & with plenty of humour thrown in, though getting between tables to serve was somewhat difficult. 
A 5-course meal, with veggie option, all for £19 – where-else could we have got such good value & 
standard for so many? We also got an outstanding ‘speech’ for nothing, from our fellow Old Boy Tony 
Ball, MBE. (‘Nothing’ because MC Paul Williams, DMS Old Boy and now Haygrove teacher did say on 
the night to treasurer Mike Dodden that the two gifts presented to Tony were out of Mike’s own pocket! 
Did he ever really believe that?) However, such joking set the tone for Tony’s talk – hilarious from 
beginning to end – and so well received (despite him disparaging most of the committee members!) that it 
was given a standing ovation. I hope to convey a few of the ‘accusations’ and jokes from time to time as 
space allows in our future newsletters but in the meantime a great ‘Thank-you, Tony’ from all OMs. 
 Format of the evening was 7.25pm Summon to Table (from bar in Rees’ old workshop and from the 
Memorabilia room opposite). 7.30pm Introductions by our President Bryan Lancastle. Then welcome 
by the ever smiling Haygrove Head teacher Karen Canham (what a contrast from Charlie Key!!) 
followed by a minute’s silence for our recently departed members. Then Grace in Latin by Paul 
Williams, and the meal, followed by The Loyal Toast. After a short break Speaker Tony Ball, MBE  
gave his speech & a toast to ‘Old Morganians and The School’. The MC then closed the formal part of 
the celebrations. Guests were: Head, Karen Canham & husband Ric., Chair of Governors Tina Stoel-
Walker, Governor and Old Morganian Lyndon Brett, Proprietors of Haygrove School’s Millennium 
Catering Pat and Leighton Townsend, Speaker Tony Ball and his wife and Jan. 

 
Please Note that all photographs of this event, and a few from the ‘Heritage Day’, have been held over to 
the March 2013, and later, editions. 
Appeal: Has anyone a good copy of the Senior Rugby 15 of 1950-51 with Burke, Andrews, Milton, Grainger, 
Houghton, Sharkey, Escott, Sparks, Keirl, Isles, Ball.V, Bird, Davies, Squibbs, Saville and , of course, Robert 
Hutchins on it? Robert would like a copy. Let Dick Raymond know, please. Many Thanks. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OLD MORGANIANS Website Address is drmorgans.com and it has been totally 
updated by its producer, Greg Kett, son of DMS Old Boy, Clive Kett, who runs Ravenswood Media. 
 
Old Morganians President: Bryan Lancastle. 
Old Morganians Committee: Treasurer  Mike Dodden  01278 423890 mob: 07540052982 e-mail: mdodden@aol.com ;  
Secretary Dick Raymond, 5 Church St., Woolavington, TA7 8DP.  01278 686509 e-mail: us@dickandpauline.plus.com 
Minutes Sec: Tony Wilkins. Chairman: Bill King 01278 456405; Colin Brown, Ray Haines; Chris Hockey. Brian Scott, 
Ralph Sealey; Paul Williams. NB: Contact Mike Dodden if you require a 2013 membership/dinner application form. 
 
Material For Newsletter. Please write, phone, or e-mail, to Geoff Marchant, 37 Mendip Road, Yatton, North Somerset, BS49 4HR. 
Tel: 01934 834550  E-mail: Please send to yattonmarchants2010@hotmail.co.uk   Photos can be sent to this e-mail address but bear in 
mind that we still produce a black & white newsletter for a large number of our members who either have no e-mail address, or whose 
e-mail addresses are out of date on our information listing. Therefore, please do not send large colour photos, or black & white ones 
of extremely high resolution, say in excess of 300kB. Thanks for all contributions to the newsletter – do please keep them coming. I 
especially need career / life history articles and reminiscences of the old school days. Geoff. Marchant, Newsletter Editor 
 


