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Old Morganians  
  NEWSLETTER No. 7, JUNE 2014 

Editor: Geoff. Marchant; NB: See bottom of page 8 for all contact details. 
 

Editorial – First of all I must apologise for the 
‘tatty’ appearance of pages 2 and 5 of the March 
Newsletter. Having said that I was very short of 
space and had put some news items onto the last 
page of the Bell Addendum, it was indeed 
incongruous to have spaces on those two pages. 
However, this was due to an unfortunate preview 
by a committee member who then asked me to 
remove some of the carefully chosen content 
written by said member in view of a later article 
to be submitted later on. In view of the late 
notice of this, I was not prepared to rehash the 
whole newsletter, so you got what was left!! 
Yet again, this edition will be used to try to catch 
up significantly with the back-log of 
correspondence which members have been good 
enough to provide, and are probably wondering 
if they will ever see in print! One member 
contacted me in Sept. 2013 asking had I lost his 
contribution and luckily I was able to tell him I 
had just included it in the March, 2014 
edition…whew, that was a close one! And only 
because we had had a wet day and I had got 
down to planning well ahead to print what had 
been received much earlier on. 
The School Bell Addendum with the March 
Newsletter, though it took a lot of planning and 
work for all concerned, has not brought forth 
much response! On 17th March Bill King sent 
me an e-mail saying “Geoff, I checked the 1959 
school photo and the bell can be clearly seen 
painted WHITE.” Ray Haines had thought that 
it was only the 1955 photo which had been taken 
in the direction that would show the bell hung on 
the railings outside the staff-room, obviously we 
were wrong. Perhaps that 1955 one started a new 
trend. I also got an e-mail on 3rd March from an 
old acquaintance of mine at “Durleigh Church 
Childrens’ Service” (Never to be called “Sunday 
School” in front of dear Mrs Bond who ran 
it!…and I suspect she would have been as 
appalled as I am that Durleigh Church later 
became dedicated to ‘St. Hugh’ just for 
someone’s convenience as there is no history to 
associate it with a North Eastern Saint but more 
correctly with ‘St. Hubert, the patron saint of 
deer hunters’ ref. research by Preb. Hughes-

Davies, 1950’s. The church’s original dedication 
had been lost, or never existed, as it was always 
referred to as ‘The Little Chapel in the Woods’ 
by reference to the fact that it was originally one 
of King John’s hunting chapels in the Forest of 
North Petherton). I digress onto my soapbox but 
would love to have been able to discuss all that 
with Jack and Berta Lawrence!! (*See also p.8.) 
The e-mail was from Charles Hutchins (DMS 
1957 – 1964) and said: “I have a bit of info on 
the school bell - I should have written 
immediately I got the Newsletter so this is a bit 
late. I know that the proper bell was rung for 
most purposes because of my memory of the 
start of an Autumn Term, probably 1963 but it 
could have been 1962. At a dance at the end of 
the proceeding Summer Term, I climbed up on 
the roof, untied the bell rope, tied it on to the 
railing and forgot all about it. We all assembled 
in the Quad on the first day of the new term, all a 
bit slowly as it was observed that no one had 
heard the bell that normally summoned everyone 
from around the school. Suddenly, I remembered 
why it had not rung, blind panic for a moment 
about retribution then the realization that there 
was no way I could be found guilty. A hand bell 
was rung by the door on the central path and we 
went in, which I think was the normal practice. 
By break time order had been restored. I do not 
remember any electric bell to mark the end of a 
lesson, perhaps Sam Napper rang the main bell 
for that. I really enjoy reading the Newsletter 
although this is the first time I have anything to 
contribute. Thanks very much.”  
Now to recent Haygrove School activity. As a 
BBC Broadcasting Initiative, students from 
various schools were asked to help present the 
local news and weather forecast on 27th and 
28th March. On the 27th I saw a fleeting preview 
and exclaimed “Surely that’s Bridgwater Town 
Bridge” and, yes, later in the “Points West” 
programme (NOTE: two ‘m’s and an ‘e’!!) we 
had Haygrove students doing an excellent 
presentation from there and the bandstand in 
Blake Gardens. (Students from Summervale 
school, Midsomer Norton, I am told, did equally 
well on the 28th., ITV ignoring all this, of 
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course!) I was so moved by this that I sent a 
congratulatory e-mail to Head of Haygrove 
Karen Canham, next day and had a lovely reply 
thanking me for taking the time to send my 
message. Karen also said, “I was so proud of 
our students – they were fantastic 
ambassadors for the school and its heritage!” 
A few days later I was talking on the phone to 
my cousin in Bridgwater and only then found out 
that his grandson, Ben, who attends Haygrove, 
had been one of several who went up to BBC 
Bristol for a look around and had been offered 
work experience there! What a exciting change 
from a dreary accountancy or insurance office!! 
Delayed Correspondence: We can now get into the 
2013 received correspondence! On 05.01.13 I received 
another communication from OM Peter Day, [who I 
explained in this same position & on this same page last 
time (peculiar coincidence!) is a very distant relative of my 
brother Clive and myself] following the death of his 
brother Terry: Geoff, many thanks for your email. 
Yes I did attend last Sep and in fact shared a table 
with John Holley, John Edney, Joe Bertorelli, and 
Trevor Davies. All of them knew Terry and in 
Trevor Davies' case he worked with Terry at what 
was known as Bridgwater Jam Factory for many 
years. Terry eventually moved up to KIngs Lynn on 
promotion. The others knew Terry because of his 
Hockey and Cricket activities in Bridgwater and 
neighbouring towns. However, he in fact never 
attended DMS, he went to Wembdon High School, 
then Westover before taking up a job at Hooper's 
Timber Yard, prior to doing his National Service in 
the RAF serving in the Middle East, India, and 
Pakistan where he was a member of  the 
European XI Hockey Team for the duration of his 
stay. Quite prestigious, and during the rest of his 
life he played Hockey, Squash right up until his 
Sixties, thereafter he played a little golf, (which he 
really didn't enjoy), but Tennis regularly up until a 
week before he died, which was May 2nd. Sadly 
he can't claim to be a product of DMS, but he 
leaves behind two sons, who both have extremely 
good jobs and live in London, one a Bachelor and 
sings with the LSO as a hobby and travels the 
world all expenses paid, the other has a delightful 
Algerian born wife and two sons, and he did a law 
degree at Exeter and is in partnership in a 
legal/finance business with customers world wide. 
The eldest daughter is married to a professional 
pianist and has three children, the eldest of whom 
is in the entertainment business and the eldest son 
is also a very good pianist and wrote a piece for 
Terry's funeral. Our father (Colin Day – Ed.) would 
have been so proud! Lastly Lucy, the youngest 
daughter is married to a Norwegian mining 
specialist who works for a firm called Statoil, i.e. 
the Norwegian equivalent to BP, has two 

daughters and lives in Oslo. Hope it hasn't been 
too boring, because it is largely irrelevant. Yes 
hopefully I will be at the Dinner in September, I 
had thought that the 'regular' venue would now 
become Dr Morgan's assembly hall, especially as 
it was so successful. All the best for 2013, Peter.“   
I wrote back to Peter saying, “Peter, can I use that 
sometime in the newsletter? So my wife was 
correct (that Terry had not gone to DMS and that 
Colin was their father) and my cousin, (who had 
said that Colin didn’t have children) was wrong – 
so there we go, all losing our marbles!! Do you 
remember the old school bell Napper used to ring 
– the one on the railings on the roof – the site 
manager has found it! I’m invited to go down and 
have a look, take photos,etc. - brilliant! Only got 
one photo of Sam Napper but may have some of 
‘his’ bell soon!” 

Peter came back to me “Yes of course feel free 
to use anything I send, and yes I do remember 
the bell, and also the roll-your-own fag that Sam 
seemed to have permanently attached to his 
lower lip. Glyn Rees as I'm sure you remember, 
chained smoked and the ash used to disappear 
down the holes of whatever instrument he had 
under his chin at the time!” and also “Geoff, 
worry not, I too fall in the same category with 
regards to memory, recently before going to 
France for Christmas I (thought), I had stored my 
briefcase in the roof for safety's sake. 10 days 
later I found it under the stairs where I always 
keep it! Your cousin may well be correct about a 
Day in the Brass Band, but he was not related. I 
like to think that my Dad, who was Colin Day, 
was possibly the best known in the area in music 
circles. Briefly his history was that he was born 
in Bristol but as a young man was a Church 
organist in a church in Bridgwater and taught 
both the piano and organ, he then went to 
London and passed an audition with Feldmans 
who publish music, he then spent several 
summer seasons at Blackpool, basically bashing 
out the 'pop' tunes of the day and selling the 
sheet music for 6 old pence, his profit was about 
2 and a half old pence. Not a fortune as you can 
imagine! He then used to return to Bridgwater 
and continue his teaching duties. Then just 
before the war he took a job as Donald Peers’ 
Accompanist, and travelled all over the British 
Isles and performed in all the major theatres in 
London and the provinces. Donald Peers one 
claim to fame was the tune 'By a babbling 
brook'. At the outbreak of war my mother 
protested and said she didn't want to be left at 



 Page 3  

home whilst my Dad continued touring. He then gave up the post as accompanist but was asked by 
Donald to rejoin him in about 1942, but declined the offer. Throughout the war he ran a dance band called 
the Quantock Vale Orchestra, and then formed another Band which went under the name of the Colin 
Day Orchestra. The war ended and he then accepted a contract to play at the Pontins Holiday Camp which 
he kept for about 26 years and in the early days he played seven nights a week as well as being the 
organist at North Petherton Church. I was in the Bridgwater Museum a couple of years ago and was very 
surprised to see a poster advertising a Grand "Start of Season Ball for the Cardiff Arms Carnival Club in 
the Town Hall Bridgwater, Friday August 25th 9pm - 1 am, admission 5/- with Spot Prizes and 
refreshments Dancing to Colin Day and his Orchestra. Although the year was not on the poster, by a 
process of elimination I think it was 1950. Incidentally he played at DMS for dances on many occasions. 
Sorry to bore you but I was proud of my Dad, considering he was brought up by foster parents, because 
his mother died giving birth to him! Peter.” Well I felt that though neither Colin nor Terry went to DMS (but Colin 
had played there many times) there was so much to do with both Bridgwater and North Petherton in those e-mails that I 
had to use it all – I trust OMs find it of interest, especially those who remember either, or both, or even all three of the 
Days mentioned – Ed.. 
 
Then I had two e-mails from OM Chris Lawrence, one taking me to task, the other complimentary: 
Dear Mr. Marchant, It seems churlish to adversely comment on the recent Old Morganians Newsletter (No.2, 
October 2012) but it seems to me that the comments on Mr. Key and Mr. Vaughan-Jones are derogatory and, in 
my view, should not have been made. It is generally accepted that one does not speak ill of the dead (because 
they can neither explain nor defend such allegations). Even if the descriptions are accurate there are alternative 
explanations which are not vindictive. Perhaps more importantly; surviving relatives could well be considerably 
upset if they happened to read the Newsletter. Another aspect to be considered is that reports of this nature 
present Dr. Morgan's School in a poor light and could well result in local businesses being reluctant to support any 
cause that the Old Morganians might promulgate in the future such as funding for educational or sporting prizes. 
We should remember that Mr. Key was an excellent headmaster who cared deeply about the school and introduced 
some good innovations. Mr. Vaughan-Jones was a very learned and civilised man whose teaching helped scientists 
like me appreciate the arts. In common with many Old Morganians I have increasingly realised that our teachers 
provided us with an excellent education which with the passage of time I have increasingly appreciated far more 
than when I first went to D. Morgan's School almost 70 years ago. Yours sincerely, Chris. Lawrence. P.S. I have 
copied this letter to Bryan Lancastle and Dick Raymond. 

Dear Mr. Marchant, I thought I should write separately to compliment you on the excellent Newsletter you produce 
for the Old Morganians. I can well appreciate the time it takes and also the nature of some of the problems one 
encounters - not least in obtaining good copy. For my sins I co-edited a monthly hospital magazine for ten years as 
well as being on the editorial board of one national and one international journal. Lack of material hampered the 
hospital magazine whereas the journals related to my occupation attracted too much! It was interesting to read 
Burt Williams contribution (he was a contemporary of mine). I could write something on my working life but I 
doubt that it would be of much interest though propaganda on burn prevention might achieve something. 
Comments on working in what was virtually a nineteenth century museum might be amusing. 
I could also supply one or two historical items related to Dr. Morgan's School; I have a very early sports day 
programme, a school prospectus for the 1880s and a few other odds and ends. May I suggest that photographs 
should not be placed centrally within text as it makes the text difficult to read - especially for elderly eyes such as 
mine! The first page of the Newsletter created that remark. My Very Best Wishes for 2013, Chris. Lawrence 
I have already apologised for the ‘photographs within text’ error which was not detected before printing 
off that particular newsletter. I also said to Chris that perhaps I should have used the legendary ‘editor’s 
red pencil’ on some of the material he referred to in his first communication. However, I am all too aware 
that if I start deleting or altering material that OMs have sent in, it is no longer a true record of their 
memories, or comments. In these days of totally free speech I feel (like other editors, I suspect) that I am 
“between a rock and a hard place”. I would be very grateful to have others comment on this situation and 
see what the balance of feeling is. I certainly do not want to offend anyone, past or present, but on the 
other hand I do not want the supply of material from Old Boys to dry up because they can’t say what they 
want to say! Chris also sent a covering e-mail to our secretary which contained the following DMS 
related information: “We	  have	  missed	  two	  centenary	  events!	  The	  Morganian	  started	  publication	  in	  1912	  and	  the	  Old	  
Morganians	  Association	  was	  founded,	  I	  think,	  the	  previous	  year.	  It	  might	  be	  an	  idea	  to	  call	  the	  Newsletter	  The	  Morganian	  as	  
it	  serves	  much	  the	  same	  purpose.	  I	  wonder	  if	  the	  Old	  Morganians	  might	  care	  to	  give	  thought	  to	  creating	  some	  form	  of	  
memorial	  to	  Dr.	  Morgan	  before	  we	  all	  shuffle	  off	  this	  mortal	  coil	  and	  Morgan	  together	  with	  his	  school	  are	  forgotten.	  Blue	  
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plaques	  on	  the	  buildings	  might	  be	  a	  possibility	  especially	  as	  the	  credit	  crisis	  seems	  to	  have	  stopped	  Haygrove	  becoming	  a	  
housing	  estate	  but	  I	  understand	  the	  Mount	  Street	  building	  is	  under	  threat	  from	  Tesco's.	  Funding	  a	  scholarship	  would	  be	  a	  
nice	  idea	  but	  would	  require	  considerable	  funds	  -‐	  it	  is	  difficult	  enough	  to	  raise	  money	  for	  a	  relatively	  modest	  prize.	  With	  your	  
permission	  I	  could	  raise	  the	  idea	  of	  a	  commemorative	  plaque	  on,	  perhaps,	  the	  Mansion	  House	  Inn	  which	  housed	  not	  only	  the	  
original	  grammar	  school	  but	  also,	  for	  a	  while,	  Morgan's,	  with	  Peter	  Braine	  who	  is	  now	  chairman	  of	  the	  Bridgwater	  Civic	  
Society.	  My	  very	  Best	  Wishes	  for	  2013.”	  
Our committee later decided to leave the newsletter title in its present form but are in favour of the plaque. - Ed.  
 
Dick supplied the committee members with the details of Brian Langford’s funeral, which was Friday 22nd Feb. 2013 at St 
James’  Church, Taunton (near the Brewhouse) at 11.45. Donations were to the Children’s Hospice South West. He also said 
“I shall go and suspect that there will be a lot there. I will do a letter of condolence to his widow. Believe the Telegraph, Geoff! 
He definitely was DMS as he was 2 or 3 years behind me. He is in the photo of the big group of boys on Bridgwater Station 
and I'm pretty sure that I've got at least one photograph of him in a school cricket team. He also worked for a short time at the 
Cellophane before going into Somerset Cricket Club. He played in the days when amateur cricket players had their initials on 
the team sheet and in some grounds had a separate entrance to the Club.” 
 
I briefly mentioned on p.3 of No. 4 OM Newsletter that John Gardner had contacted me and become a 
member. This was his e-mail: “Dear Geoff, Its many years since we saw each other. I came across the website recently 
and was very interested, I did not realise that the association (now OMs – Ed.) existed.  You probably do not remember me but 
may do from photos enclosed. I was more of an athlete than an academic. I have spent most of my time travelling the world. I 
did spend some time as social secretary with the Old Morgs rugby club. I have attached our class photo for 1997 (You are 40 
years out there John! 1957 it should be…and funny! -that was taken on MY camera and we have already used it in a previous 
newsletter! – Ed.) and a 1st XV photo for 1957/8. I have attempted to name those included but I am beginning to think the 
memory is fading. I have a few more photos if they are of any use and some knowledge of where the guys went. I believe that 
Dave Brett recently passed away. E mail me if you think I can help with any history etc. Many regards John Gardner ’51 
intake.  I replied thanking him a bit late and crossed with his next e-mail “Geoff, many thanks for the reply and the info about 
old colleagues. Richard Hiseman and I were good friends going on holiday etc 1957-65 but we lost touch, glad to hear Dick is 
still with us, very sorry to hear about those who have left us. I have retired to Bishop’s Lydeard after travelling many miles in 
the Medical Industry. I occasionally see Malcolm Davies, but not for the last 12 months. I found the new website [Old Morgs] 
and guessed that my communication had not reached you, So wrote to Mike Dodden yesterday with copy photos, membership 
form, and cheque. John.” 
 
The next communication was from John Davies, who Dick had asked for a potted life history so that we 
could get it onto the website as John was booked to be the speaker at our dinner in Sept. 2013. As that 
booking had to be transferred to this coming Sept. it is very appropriate to include the full account here 
rather than the shortened version I put on the website:  
Dear Dick, Many thanks for voicemail just received (my office phone’s up the creek!). Happy to provide details and thought it 
best to email rather than over the phone. Born and bred in Bridgwater, progressing from Camden Road and Mount/West Street 
Schools to DMGS in 1947.  My brother, Trevor, also an OM 1953 – 58.  (Trevor R.I.P. Sept 2013 – Ed.) 
At DMGS for 5 years, then worked in the Town Clerk’s Office at Bridgwater until National Service in the RAF, following 
which another year in the TC’s Office intending to become a solicitor.   
Left to become a PE teacher, first job being at Bridgwater Technical School, in Blake Street, followed by 3 years teaching in 
Jamaica and returning to the UK immediately to a 4th year of university study for an advanced PE qualification. 
Joined Millfield, just down the road at Street, in 1967 to become, in 1971 for 20 years, Director of PE and Sport and a 
housemaster for 15 years.  Was Bursar for 4 years before becoming Secretary of the Old Millfieldian Society in 1992. 
Still in this position as a part-timer, the OMS now having 33 overseas and 4 UK branches and reunion events all over the 
world, numerous professional and sporting groups and societies and offering careers advice, mentoring and networking to 
alumni and pupils.  A most interesting job which I still much enjoy.  Another Old Morganian, Rod Speed who transferred to 
Millfield when 16, still involved with the OMS after just about 40 years, including as Chairman, and, now, on the governing 
body of Millfield.  I’m close to spending 50 years at the school. 
As a PE teacher very keen on games.  Locally played 1st XI cricket for DMGS, Bridgwater and Bridgwater Wayfarers and, 
unusually, was captain of Westover Old Boys at football.  Played local league football/cricket/squash into my mid-50s – but 
now only pretty feeble golf and skiing on the agenda. 
 Do pick out from this whatever you think is useful and please get in touch if you require anything further. Best wishes, John.” 
Followed by “Thanks, Geoff, Haven’t given much thought to it (subject of talk – Ed.) but it’ll be something along the lines of:  
my memories of DMGS, poking gentle fun at a few dignitaries (such as Bryan Lancastle) and concluding with a few 
reminiscences about growing old….  Nothing really about my post DMGS life. Hope this is OK! John.” 
 
Then Hooray! Or is it Hoorah! (I was never quite sure and got told off by Bertie? Hatchetface? Someone at DMS for 
pronouncing it wrong in his eyes, whoever he was!) Why the glee? Well, John Marsh was one of only two people who bothered 
to let me know names of OMs in the printed photos of the Haygrove/DMS heritage Day! So in Newsletter No 3, March 2013, 
on p.1 we have pic. CC8 and John tells us: “Foreground RHS 9seated around table) L to R- Rodney Bishop, Chris Meaden, 



 Page 5  

John Chedgey, all Coronation year intake 1953. Photo page 3, CCNo 19, (seated around table) L to R – John Marsh, Chris 
Cudlipp, John Chedgey, Chris Meaden, again all 1953 intake.”( ..and Ed. Geoff Marchant stood talking to C.C. – Ed!)  Photo 
page 4, CC No 4 centre – yours truly (John Marsh) again.” But someone else knows who the others are!!! Please help – Ed. 
 
Then a query from Chris Lawrence which just underlines how hopeless and helpless us oldies are getting! Chris wrote about 
my “snippets from The Bridgwater Times” on p.2 RHS, again Newsletter No.3 where I now note I have what is very , very 
probably an initial date of 1836 (and I now nearly put 1936!). He says: Dear Geoff, You will probably wish me further but I 
wonder if you could let me have the web address used to obtain the school's information mentioned in the recent Newsletter? 
(Well, no I couldn’t because I now can’t find my notes…and it gets worse! – Ed.) 
Can the 1826 date be correct? (But I first put 1836, and later, probably correctly, 1856! – Ed.) The Bridgwater Times was 
launched on January 1st. 1846 having been created by Mr. Samuel Bowditch West of Fore Street. It contained eight pages, cost 
five pence, and had a circulation of 1,200 which increased at a later date when the price was reduced to threepence halfpenny.  
Interestingly, in 1851 the paper threatened to publish the names of persons posing as 'Press Representatives' at public 
exhibitions and lectures.  
The paper ceased publication on September 11th. 1861. (The paper's name was revived in the twentieth century by an 
advertising firm and distributed free.) 
 Unfortunately at present I cannot name Morgan's schoolmaster there in 1826 but it is most unlikely to be Mr. Lucette. Mr. 
Charles Lucette was appointed Morgan's schoolmaster in 1856 and, I suppose, might have taught music in addition to his basic 
duties. It is to be remembered that before 1870 DMS only had a schoolmaster and usually no other teachers. After 1870 it 
ceased to be a charity school and only took boys aged over eleven years subject to selective examination. Additional staff  
were recruited to cope with the expanded curriculum.  
An 1848 Directory mentions Mr. John Gillard having a school in Fryern Street (that spelling was common then), it was a 
boarding school. (I have not discovered if John Gillard was an ancestor of P.C.S. Gillard, active in the following century!). 
Mount Street in 1848 contained two other schools: the British and Foreign School run by William Carlton and Mary Ann Gay, 
and an infants school whose mistress was Mary Bradshaw. There were nineteen other Bridgwater schools.  
Please feel free to use as little or as much of this as you see fit. Kind Regards, Chris. Lawrence.” Well thanks for all that Chris, 
and I can only think the correct date was 1856, and we both got it wrong! – Ed. 
 
Now after all that reading we need a couple of pictures to ease our eyes! What could be more appropriate for a start than the 
one John Gardner sent me (see third way down p.4 here)- Dr. Morgan’s School 1st XV 1957/8: 
 
 

 
 
 John’s memories of the above are, all L to R: (and I may have some in wrong positions Ed.) 
 Back row: David Edwards, Geoff. Yendole,  ?,   Wes Thomas, Mike Atwell, John Gardner,  ? . 
 Mid row :  Chris Cudlipp,  ?  ,Robert Bruant, ….Parsons,  ? , Ray Haines. 
 Front row: Peter Solbe, Charles Key, John Ryan, Mel Davies, George Whitelock. 
 
 If anyone can help us fill in the missing names we would be very grateful. Ed. 
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To balance that up a bit, I am including here the latest photograph I have so that younger members do not feel left 
out…but , of course, if they sent me a few more pictures of their era I could use them!! (Ed.) 
 

 
This is Roger Richard’s ‘Scan5’ of the Under 15 1st XI Cricket Team 1962, but I do not have any names, 
so again, any help would be appreciated. It would also be great to receive any photos or information from 
members, or non-members who read this, for the years 1963 to 1973 – we have not got one picture from 
that era, so please younger OMs search your photo wallets and send them to me for both the Newsletters 
and our website, www. drmorgans.com Contact details are on page 8 in the bottom box. Do use the latest 
details in the latest Newsletter, otherwise e-mail addresses may well be wrong. (Ed.) 
 
Back to the correspondence – now at June 2013, so we have got within a year of when it was received!  
 
From our Sec., Dick Raymond, to Bill King & copied to all committee members & myself following the 
death of Mal Davies and with preparations for the next dinner in mind, and I have left in his personal 
quips to show what humour he brings to the post!: “Hi Bill, By the time you get back from Mal’s funeral you’ll 
probably know all this!! Hope that your caravan weekend went well and that the horse didn’t get too tired. 
The vote on Monday was that I was asked to volunteer you as host for the dinner, which I happily do. I hope that you are ok 
with this.   
Memorabilia. If you can give me a couple of options on when I can drop up the memorabilia that I have I’ll confirm which I 
can make. It sounds as if there could be a load come available from Mal eventually but possibly not in time for this year.  
Mike is going to contact Pete Braine regarding becoming a second signatory on the John Biffen Fund, John Stuckey is going 
to let me know regarding the plaque for Mount Street probable cost £400. He is getting problems finding the date built as the 
dates he has indicate that the extension was built before the building!! 
So far 69 paid for dinner and 146 paid subs. Mike expects more dinner bookings to come in following the recent newsletter. 
Money in Bank £7104.91. No news on my successor. Bryan is to ask Ray Haines to cobble together some lines on Mal and 
pass to Geoff  for the next newsletter. Two meetings booked 2nd and 16th September Cheers, Dick” 
Well we all now know of both Mal’s and Peter Braine’s deaths (R.I.P. both) and also what a fine job Ray Haines made of 
that “cobbling together” of some lines – thanks again to him, and note progress about the plaque which Chris Lawrence 
had suggested above (middle p.3). Dinner numbers went up to 94 eventually. 
 
Then on 11th June 2013, from Gordon Williams to Mike Dodden re Mal Davies: “Thank you for the update. 
I was saddened to read that Mr Davies has died. I had the utmost respect for MD as he was the first teacher we met on that big 
day in September 1963, He impressed with his firm but fair attitude and never looked down as many teachers chose to do. He 
inspired me in PE and Mathematics and when I decided to teach he was the role model I had in mind. He tried to get me into St 
Luke’s but left it too late. I still have the letter he received in reply. Heady days! A passionate Welshman, I recall playing at 
Clifton College, with Mal on the touch-line with a radio listening to Taylor kicking the conversion to beat Scotland. He was 
overjoyed even though we lost! My love of the game persists to this day. 
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He always found time to talk to my dad who was embarrassed to come into school to discuss progress. His openness, kindness 
and love of his subject made him stand out in a staffroom; where we found many who were angry, unsympathetic and at times 
unprofessional colleagues, for that was the Grammar School way. Alas I am unable to attend the funeral of a remarkable, 
humane and respected person. My thoughts are with Mr Davies and his family.” 
…and Mike’s reply: “Dear Gordon, Thanks for your email. The attendance at Mal's funeral was truly amazing and the 
number of old boys (and staff) showed the high esteem that everyone had for him, even people like me who did not know one 
end of a rugby ball from the other (although he did manage to teach me the skills of a linesman!!- long since forgotten). 
The tributes to Mal from the minister and his family were fitting as was the singing of the congregation including the 70 or 80 
standing at the back. An amazing solo rendition of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" from one of his grand daughters  will 
stay with those present for a long time.  I am copying this exchange in to our newsletter editor as I am sure he will wish to 
include in the next edition some of the comments from our members.  Regards, Mike.” Thank you both for sharing those 
sentiments with us all and it just shows it was not Ray alone that was moved by Mal’s teaching and personality. – Ed. 
 
Then again a very touching letter to Mike, this time from John Allen’s widow: “Dear Mike, I am John Allen's wife and would 
like to thank you so much for sending me a copy of the Newsletter which is always of interest to me having been born 
and brought up in Bridgwater.  Many of the names mentioned in your letter are remembered from my school days and, of 
course, through John. Needless to say I miss John very much.   I am so pleased that the contact with the Old Morganians gave 
him much pleasure and happy memories.  He related to me always the many stories from his school days and I always received 
a full report following the annual dinner.  I know that last year he enjoyed particularly the speaker.   
I would like to continue the membership - as an ongoing tribute to John and I will send you a cheque for £4 with a copy of this 
email. Please continue to keep me in touch with the Old Morganians by your Newsletter. Kind regards. Yours sincerely, Meril 
Allen” to which Mike replied “Dear Meril, Many thanks for your email and your kind words about Old Morganians and the 
pleasure and memories which we were able to give to John and our members. We will of course be only too willing to continue 
John's membership in your name and I will update the membership list. I am forwarding copies of this email exchange to 
Bryan Lancastle, our president, Dick Raymond our Secretary and Geoff Marchant our newsletter editor. With very best wishes 
Mike Dodden.” That set me thinking, and I think I have mentioned this before, did we ought to have an ‘Associate’ grade of 
membership, and if we did would they be entitled to book for the dinner?! We had this request from a lady Old Haygrovian at 
one stage in the DMA and Mike had to point out that we couldn’t guarantee the speaker would acknowledge that ladies were 
present (but Tony Ball managed that well last year!) and now we have the additional problem of getting all us OMs into the 
Tudor’s limited (c100) seating. However, It’s well worth an item on a future Committee Meeting Agenda! …. And when there 
are only 50 or so of us left…! … or when we are back at the school? – Ed. 
 
Then I had a note from Mike: “Below are some recollections from a new member who has just signed up. Regards Mike.” 
Sent from John Summerhayes: Tue, 11 Jun 2013 14:39 Subject: RE: Old Morganians  Dear Mike, Thank you for this. I have 
filled in the membership form and it is in the post. Having read through this and some earlier newsletters I am somewhat 
surprised that someone had not picked up on my name and that of Clive Pay as we were in the same class at Dr Morgan's. We 
are both on Friends Reunited and indeed Clive (who lives in Adelaide, Oz) contacted me some 7/8 years ago through F R. 
There are 4 other names on F R that I recognise. (I had, and neither had answered – out of date e-mail addresses still 
registered with F-R! – Ed.) I have visited Clive twice in Adelaide (I have a stepson in Sydney) and he is visiting me in late 
September. He is keen to visit Bridgwater and I am trying to link up with former classmates. To this end I have emailed the 4 
on F R and submitted a letter to the Bridgwater Mercury hopefully for publication. 
I also recognise the odd name on your members list and wonder whether you can disclose addresses/emails or if not can I let 
you have a stamped addressed envelope for forwarding please? I have an older brother  who also went to Dr Morgan's from 
1947 to 1952 who lives in Williton. Our parents farmed at East Quantoxhead which at the time was the furthest west from 
which pupils for Dr M's travelled. We came on Street's buses (a private bus Co. operating from Watchet when I travelled, but 
when my brother started at Dr M's the buses started from Kilve so my brother and other boys/girls from EQH had to cycle one 
mile to Kilve and back daily before boarding the bus).  We were dropped in Quantock Road and had to walk to school from 
there. Initially through a footpath past the then Girls Grammar and the cricket ground then up Durleigh Road, until the Co-op 
Estate was developed and we then had a shorter journey. Because of the bus timetable we didn't get into school until 
0935/0940 so had missed Morning assembly much to the "admiration" of the other pupils. Yours John Summerhayes.  
I replied: “John, Glad YOU have found US! Mike Dodden sent me a copy of your e-mail - I am editor of the Newsletter and in 
September 2006, as no-one else had time to do it, I spent a great deal of time sending e-mails to the 329 old Morgs found on F-
R, 236 of which we had no other info on our listings. Of the 329, just 62 replied,...and guess what, Nos 6 (Clive Pay) and 8 
(John Summerhayes) were amongst those who DIDN'T reply!! Now that is probably, I thought, because they have changed e-
mail address and no-longer pick up mail from the F-R registered e-mail address. Please let me know if I was wrong, but then a 
new reason needs to be found!! We are always looking for volunteers.....!!!!! I am planning to repeat our lists of "Lost 
Members" with the next Newsletter, so must try to remember to knock your name off - can you get details to Clive Pay so that 
we can do the same for him, hopefully? As we have recently joined up the Society with the Association there will obviously be 
people to add and others to remove, so there will be a lot of work to do to get the lists more accurate - I have already been told 
that the new member I referred to on page 8 of the June Newsletter is NOT the one I thought he was (different first name i.e. 
Les Parsons) - its a job to keep up with it all, as I'm sure Mike would agree, BUT we DID try! Cheers, Geoff. Marchant (DMS 
1951 - 56)” 
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In our next newsletter I hope to start serialising committee member Ray Haines’ extended memories of 
life at DMS,(Sorry< Ray, they didn’t get in this time – little space as you can see!) and also start the 
repeat (for old Society members) of David Derham’s report on the persons behind the DMS house names.  
*I have just read “East of the Sun” by Julia Gregson, a book my wife had been reading about life in India, 
and it refers to another book “English Poetry for Indian Girls” used at a school there, and in particular      
   

‘Little drops of water,     Little words of kindness, 
   Little grains of sand,     Little words of love, 

 Make a mighty ocean,    Make our earth an Eden, 
 and the pleasant land.     Like the heaven above.’ 
 

How many times did we sing that at “The Little Chapel in the Woods” in the ’40s and ’50s, with Miss 
Carter, or Mrs Florrie Bird, at the harmonium? ….Miss Carter with her bangles ringing away on the 
keyboard to give an impromptu accompaniment! (And now her niece will be e-mailing me, I do hope, to 
say again “Yes, how right that was, Geoff!” as she was married to an ex DMS lad and sometimes sees 
these newsletters!) I wonder how many other DMS members have similar tales to tell, or even sang the 
same words in another church; do please let me know.

 
I had a letter from one of our oldest members, John B. Drew, dated 11th June 2013 in which he said: 
“Thank you for your newsletter reminding me of travelling from Pitney to Bridgwater 1944 – 49. An 
academic success did not come my way, no fault of the teachers. However, Dr. Morgan’s has always been 
printed on my mind and I am very, very proud to have been a pupil. Jack Lawrence was one of the 
teachers that brought out the best from myself, i.e. Cricket and History. He was a Yorkshire man, as I am. 
(I?) played with Somerset Boy’s (team), trials with Somerset Colts with J. Hughes. I was then coached by 
Johnny Lawrence (Yorkshire) who played for Somerset. (He?) also coached G. Boycott whom I saw in 
April – Yorkshire 150th anniversary. In September I will bring my Dr. Morgan’s Exercise book which 
will confirm earlier comments. With Gratitude, John B. Drew.” ….and he did bring his exercise book and 
enjoyed the evening! Well done John and many thanks for all the above and your company and tales at 
the dinner. Ed.  
 
SO! OUT OF SPACE and it just beholds me to remind you all of the next dinner date, 20th 
September 2014 at the Tudor, St Mary’s Street, BRIDGWATER, 7pm for 7.30pm, speaker OM 
John Davies. If you book and then at the last minute you can’t come, PLEASE phone Mike 
Dodden’s Mobile No. given below. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OLD MORGANIANS Website Address is drmorgans.com and it has been totally 
updated by its producer, Greg Kett, son of DMS Old Boy, Clive Kett, who runs Ravenswood Media. 
 
Old Morganians President: Bryan Lancastle. 
Old Morganians Committee: Treasurer  Mike Dodden  01278 423890 mob: 07540052982 e-mail: mdodden@aol.com ;  
Secretary: Roger Richards, 3 The Crescent, Corsham, Wilts, SN13 9FT. 01249 716263  rognsue@hotmail.co.uk  
Minutes Sec: Tony Wilkins. Chairman: Bill King 01278 456405; Colin Brown; Ray Haines; Brian Scott; Ralph Sealey; 
Paul Williams. NB: Contact Mike Dodden if you require a 2014 membership/dinner application form. 
 
Material For Newsletter. Please write, phone, or e-mail, to Geoff Marchant, 37 Mendip Road, Yatton, North Somerset, BS49 4HR. Tel: 
01934 834550  E-mail: Please send to yattonmarchants2010@hotmail.co.uk   Photos can be sent to this e-mail address but bear in mind 
that we still produce a black & white newsletter for a large number of our members who either have no e-mail address, or whose e-mail 
addresses are out of date on our information listing. Therefore, please do not send large colour photos, or black & white ones of 
extremely high resolution, say in excess of 300kB. Thanks for all contributions to the newsletter – do please keep them coming. I 
especially need career / life history articles and reminiscences of the old school days. Geoff. Marchant, Newsletter Editor 


