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Old Morganians  
  NEWSLETTER No. 17, October 2017 

Editor: Geoff. Marchant; NB: See bottom of page 8 for all contact details. 
 

CONTINUING TO CELEBRATE 
80 YEARS OF THE DURLEIGH ROAD SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

The School Hall – Picture courtesy of the Blake Museum, Bridgwater, from their collections, date 
unknown. 
 

 
WWII Memorial in Crush Hall – Courtesy of President Bryan Lancastle – from his collection. 
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The School Name Stone set into the wall at Durleigh Road...and still there! 
(This photograph was taken by your editor in September 2006 on the occasion of a school visit by old boys, 
and was first published in the Feb. 2007 Dr Morgans Association Newsletter. It has reproduced much better 
this time in the bigger format.) 
 

Caretaker Sam Napper in the classrooms at the North side of the Quadrangle. 
Photo courtesy of David Derham from his collection. 
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Please note that the report of our 2017 Dinner will be presented on page 8 of this newsletter.  
 
A report on the Open afternoon at the Durleigh Road DMS/Haygrove site will hopefully 
appear in our next newsletter (February 2018). 
 
Now I really feel I must get back to the correspondence received in past months, and life 
stories from old boys received in past years! Many thanks for all those contributions and 
your patience, as the 80th. year celebrations have taken precedence in this and the earlier 
newletters this year. 
 
Dick Raymond had let me know on 14th. Feb. 2017 of the death of Old Morganian C.J.(John) 
Sparkes on 7th. Feb. (see June 2017 Newsletter). Later he sent me the report shown here on page 4 
which is from a Polden Villages' Newsletter which Dick assures me we can reproduce with 
acknowledgements and thanks as it sums up John's life. Many thanks Dick – I hope it's readable as 
we both had a go at scanning it! Phil (Burt) Williams also adds the following comments:
“Dick, thanks for the message, but sad to hear of John’s passing. I shared a couple of years with Clifford 
Sylvanus John Sparkes in forms 1 and 2, I had most contact with him during lunch-time cricket games, at 
which he fancied himself as a fast bowler, and wasn’t too bad at it. But much later in life I had more contact 
with him, as he asked me if I had memories of Burtle, where I was raised, and of course I had many. I sent 
him a fairly long letter with what I knew, and he included it in his fine book “Gie I Burtle”, which had a 
picture of Jeff “Cuckoo” Moxey on the cover, and a foreword by our illustrious alumnus, Lord Biffen. I 
gave him a name with whom to discuss one of Burtle’s former major industries, that of peat-cutting. 
I hope to attend this year’s dinner, since I believe that it will include a visit to the school. I re-visit Burtle 
every time I come over because Ron, the son of the peat expert to whom I referred John Sparkes, still lives 
there, and surprisingly, has a lap-top computer and an e-mail address. I say surprisingly because two of my 
colleagues (one of whom did his Ph.D. with me) took early retirement to escape having to learn how to use 
a computer!  
Things OK here, lots of snowdrops and crocuses after the most severe winter that we have had in our 14 
winters here. I had to shovel snow 6 times, nothing to compare with Winnipeg of course, during my 39 
winters there I may have had to shovel snow 6 times a week! I walk to the pub every Thursday to drink a 
beer with my mates, and we live in a hilly area, so the leg is no problem. Best Regards, Burt.” More from 
Burt on page 5 but here I have just room for Gordon Williams' e-mail of 18 March re the Old School blue 
print he had sent earlier & mentioned in the March newsletter: 
 
“Delighted to see my name in lights in connection with above but only if it is of interest! 
How did I acquire the document? Here's the tale. On leaving DMS I did my teacher training at St Paul's 
Cheltenham and as part of the History of Ed course I wrote a thesis, no that's too grand a term... a long 
essay on the history of the school. As part of the research I visited the old place and was greeted by my old 
English teacher Mr Tucker who showed me the changes being made to accommodate the switch and to 
answer any questions I wished to ask. To make things easier, as he obviously had limited time as school 
was still "sitting" we sat down in the secretary's office, Mrs Stephens I seem to recall and we were joined by 
Mr Uzzell, if mind still serves. Have the school map they said, if it helps as it's surplus to requirements now, 
they said or words to that effect, With the end of "Morgs " in sight (this was 1974) morale was low and I 
sensed and such ephemera was of use only to future historians and those steeped in nostalgia. 
Hence it came home with me and proved useful in my study. 
May I send over some photos which might be of interest? 
Sorry to read of Mr Storer's situation. Lovely, kind man. Good disciplinarian and a well organised teacher 
who tried to make lessons interesting. We dictated many a note in his lesson and we all took great pride in 
producing beautiful, accurate sketches when required. He set high standards. Gordon Williams 63 – 71” 
 
 
The Polden Villages Report referred to on Page 3 is shown below:- 
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In case the text in the above is too small or light to be read I will reprint it here:  
“John, age 83, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 7 Feb., 2017 at Musgrove Park Hospital 
following a brief illness. He leaves his wife of 21 years, Valerie; 2 daughters, Sally and Andi, his 
son, Iain and his 2 step sons Andrew & Peter & many close friends. Born & raised in Somerset, 
the son of Edward Clifford and Freda (Perrett) Sparkes, he was a lifelong resident of the 
Bridgwater area. In his early years he overcame a serious hip injury to farm pigs and then set up a 
company (Poldenvale Ltd) producing revolutionary livestock handling equipment.  He enjoyed 
many years of successful business until he retired in 1989. He then set up a successful nursery 
business with his new wife Valerie, firstly at Wick near Stogursey & latterly at 'Cliffy's Place' in 
Chilton Polden. Never one to be idle, John then set about raising funds to build a new village hall 
in Cossington on the site of Trivetts Farm where he had grown up. He was also a very 
knowledgeable local historian. His book about the Polden villages Gie I Burtle was published in 
2001. As a life-long animal lover, Mr Sparkes has long been associated with the breeding of 
dalmatian & papillion dogs. He was also well known for having trained a pet badger, Bessie, who 
accompanied him for many years. A celebration of John's life was held on Thursday 23 Feb. at 
Sedgemoor crematorium followed by a wake at his beloved Cossington Village Hall. Donations 
were made to Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance & McMillan Nurses.  Text & pictures courtesy of Iain 
Sparkes.” The Old Morganians thank Iain and the magazine concerned for this copied report, and 
Dick Raymond for noticing it and sending it to the OM editor.   
 
 
On 21 Feb. Phil (Burt) Williams sent me the following much appreciated comments: 
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“Geoff, may I compliment you on your periodical letters? You must do a lot of research in getting them 
together, as well as having a number of valuable helpers. From far-away extremely western Canada I have 
read them all, ever since they first started to appear, and find them bringing back many memories of 
those days between 1944-1950. My old school-mate Clive Bruton, ex-school cricket captain, now lives in 
Victoria about 2 hours from Nanaimo, and we get together usually a couple of times a year and the years 
at Morgan’s always forms a substantial subject of conversation. I have kept in touch with Lanky and John 
“Moses” Yard throughout the years, and it was possibly during a visit to Lanky when he was at Cornwall 
House that the idea of the Old Morgs’ reunions came up. Then when he retired and moved to North 
Petherton he did it.  
 
I have attended several of the dinners, usually stay with Lank that night, and hope to attend this year’s 
event. Not that many of my era left these days, but I have had good talks with Lanky, Moses, Alan 
Sparkes, Brian (“Tobler”) Westcott, Brian Webb, George Pring, Alan Farmer, Dick Raymond and “Elmo” 
Stuckey, and with Peter Braine and John Sparkes in earlier meetings. I was able to supply John with a few 
details for his first-rate “Gie I Burtle” book, because I was raised on a dairy farm in Burtle, hence my 
nickname “Burt” that originated as “Burtle” from my first day in school, was quickly shortened to Burt, 
and remained with me throughout my 6 years, to the extent that when I went hiking in the Alps with 
Moses in 1954 he was making the travel arrangements when he realized that he didn’t know my real 
name!  
 
I don’t know if a story of a renegade alumnus who emigrated first to Australia for 6 years, and thence to 
Canada, now for 52 years, would fit into one of your newsletters, but if it will I will be pleased to compile 
something for you. I think that Mr. George Cudlipp, our chemistry master, would have been amazed to 
learn that that renegade pupil would become the Chemist-in-charge of Protein-testing for multi-billion 
dollar Canadian wheat industry! Greetings, Burt Williams.”  
Needless to say, I replied in the affirmative, though as I and Dick Raymond pointed out we have 
had some of Burt's life story already in the Oct. 2012 OM newsletter. See Dick Raymond's 
comment to Roger Richards below: 
Hi Roger, Re Burt’s life story. I will leave that for his offered submission to Geoff as I could only fill in part 
of it. There were some pictures of him sat on the back of some massive machine analysing soil which, as 
far as I know, he is still doing at 83! I think they were part of the newsletter to which Geoff refers. 
Re Pontypool, I have played there for the (Bridgwater) colts on Pontypool Park and also on two other 
grounds. One was in the town on the side of the valley which had an old wooden stand with 
“CONDEMNED” all over it! The other, as part of a weekend tour, was on the top of a mountain with a 
slope at one end from the 25 yard line down to the dead ball line which had a dry stone wall followed by 
an even steeper slope in the next field . As full back it was left to me to scale the wall and go down this 
field to get the ball and rescale the wall only to see that the drop out had already been taken when I got 
back and play was nowhere where I was. This seemed to happen umpteen times when we were defending 
that end and not at all when they were! I had strong words with our stand off !! Best regards, Dick
Referring to my observation that we have very few pictures of DMS Staff on the drmorgans.com 
website, or even available anywhere Dick replied:
Hi Geoff, Us older codgers in the Society didn’t have a newsletter but we know the Association 
did and believe that Roger Evans/ Bill King/Mike Dodden would be your best avenue  (for staff 
pictures). Re photos of masters, I know that there are some individual ones in the older mags, 
some on the various sports team, and loads of them in a line on the long photos- all of which Bill 
has. The earliest post war long photo is 1947 which I have a copy of if that is any good to you – 
but I must have it back! There are one or two of the Mount Street School- again Bill has these. 
Hope this helps, Best regards, Dick. 
So if anyone out there has any old staff pictures apart from the ones Dick mentions, please do send 
copies to the editor, with staff names clearly explained . 
 
R.I.P. On 13 April I received the following from Dick Raymond: 
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I have just had a call from Bryan (Lancastle) saying that John Stuckey has rung to say that Brian Webb 
died suddenly today. John was with Brian at the Civic Society meeting last evening when Brian was telling 
John to ”lighten up” and was therefore very shocked to hear that Brian had died. Brian’s wife is Margery 
and they have 2 sons. No doubt the Mercury will have funeral details in a week or so. Brian has been a 
regular supporter of the Annual dinner from day 1 and used to audit the Society accounts and looked after 
the John Biffen fund until the handover to Mike. He played hooker for the Old Morgs for a number of 
seasons and as a qualified accountant held several senior posts at BCL and its subsidiaries. I would guess 
his age to be 84 and always felt that he was one of the fitter ones in my age group. Regards, Dick. 
 
Then referring to the David Hooper tales I mentioned in the March newsletter, Mike Dodden 
forwarded the following from Roger Birt – many thanks to them both for that: 
“Can I just add to David Hooper's tales of Glyn Rees' “gardening club”:- After taking GCE in the 
summer(62?) I failed to get English Language & Geog so stayed on for the 1st term of new school year-to 
Xmas-to retake. Chris West & I were told by Jack Lawrence we had to find other subjects to fill our 
timetable -as there was only so much English & Geog you could do! We went to see Glyn & filled our sheet 
with-Metalwork-Woodwork & Technical Drawing (please do we know if anyone ever made anything - my 
mates who went to 2nd Modern produced loads of great practical items!) Anyway, within the first week we 
were regularly over at Glyn's place off Durleigh Hill (sic!) - digging garden & even going off with Glyn's wife 
to get shopping (from Home & Colonial?)-and certainly popping over to the shop, on the Co-op estate to 
get his much needed 'baccy'! We also monitored a 1st Form school examination at end of term,when Glyn 
took us in (the 'new' temporary building, by the 5's court) - sat us down, started the exam & then 
'buggered-off' for about half of it - he told us to say he was ill if Charlie or Jack looked in! - they didn't. 
Incidently I believe Sam Napper's assistant was just known as 'Dusty' - so must have been a Miller - he 
was a little small man - always wore a cap & a far too long brown dustcoat. I remember there was one of 
those obscure rules bought out, where if you misbehaved in lunch, then you were made to stand on your 
chair! It lasted about a week, because 'NEW' Chemistry teacher, Gareth Jones, (poor sod), made Chris 
Mitchell (about 16/17 stone(?) at age 16) do this. Within 5 (minutes?) Chris had gone straight through his 
chair (one of those metal framed canvas ones) - we were all on his table (the late, great, Dave Evans was 
table captain) and all got detention because we laughed! Sorry to reminisce too much!-regards Roger Birt. 
Thank you for that, Roger. - Editor.  
 
Now on the next page I have room to insert here an item which was sent to Mike Dodden by OM 
David Blake who said members might like to know of this interview with our late Bernard Storer: 
“Botanist and author Bernard Storer, The Pill Regatta, Somerset wild flowers and pizza poetry, 
Steve Yabsley – BBC Radio Bristol.” The link he quotes is  
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p024v70w and he says it lasts 20 minutes. The photograph of 
Bernard which accompanied this item was in colour but did not reproduce well on the many 
attempts I did to capture it so I will show only the black and white image I obtained (See top of 
next page). Rest in Peace dear Bernard. (A much better colour reproduction appeared on the 
memorial service leaflet which Roger Richards forwarded to me – Ed.) 
 
 
 
 
 

The late Bernard Storer.
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Now we can continue with a few more of Ray Haines school memories (continued from OM 
June 2016 newsletter):- 

“I recall a few incidents involving ‘Bertie’ (was his real name Stanley?) Bollom. He seem to 
stride out, almost at a march, everywhere, gown flowing behind him and he always had a big pile 
of paperwork under one arm. On one such occasion, I think at the beginning of the afternoon 
session, ’Bertie’ marched across the quadrangle to a classroom, next to the one we were in, 
entered the room and slammed the door behind him. Although we could not see it we certainly 
heard the sound of glass shattering on the floor behind him. On rushing out to see what had 
happened, standing next to me was his son, Robert, who was in the same class as me. He 
exclaimed words to the effect of “Oh God, look what my dad has done!” 

When we were in 4A our base was the A.C.F. hut, which we also had the misfortune to 
have in 5A. ‘Bertie’ was our form master in 4A. It was the very last assembly at the end of the 
year and, as always, he lined us up two abreast on the path outside the chemistry lab, facing the 
little garden adjacent to the path.  The order came “Left turn – quick march” to   proceed into the 
main building towards the hall. ‘Bertie’ standing on the garden, also turned left and stepped 
straight into the small fish pond which some of you will remember was part of the garden. No one 
laughed (not immediately anyway!) and this was perhaps a token of his discipline and the respect 
he commanded. The sight of him, stood almost up to his knees in the pond speaks for itself. 

It seemed that the A.C.F. hut, possibly due to its somewhat isolated location, was never 
patrolled at break or lunch times by either staff or prefects so we had a more or less free reign in 
terms of access at those times – a big mistake! Through that 4th year the appearance of the 
inside of the building, which wasn’t good anyway, deteriorated to a point where it was deemed 
that something needed to be done to improve things. I can only presume that ‘Bertie’ instigated it. 
Various items including paint, varnish, filler etc. were supplied and we, the boys, towards the end 
of that year, would undertake the work of smartening up the interior. This was carried out, under 
the supervision of prefects, with small groups of us working at various times. The best bit was that 
the work was done during lesson times so we all got some time off. The finished result didn’t look 
too bad, but all was in vain as will be revealed elsewhere in my contributions”. 
 
Thank you yet again for all these memories Ray. Other contributors please do not give up hope – 
there are ONLY 10 more pages of Ray's to use!.... but I do hope to start others as well now we 
have got off the 80th. year celebrations – Editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2017 afternoon event at Haygrove School, and OM Dinner at Wembdon Green.   

The 2017 OM dinner on Saturday September 23rd was yet 
another great success at our new venue of Wembdon Green 
hall.(Picture from online by Ryan Searle.) I am told that the 
afternoon event at Haygrove went off very well with a good 
turn-out of members and lots of input from Karen and her 
staff. So many thanks to Karen Canham for arranging and 
hosting all that. I'm hoping someone on the committee or in 
our membership will send me their appreciation of the 
afternoon and all that went into it. Perhaps even a pupil at 
Haygrove would do so and I will include that in the February 
Newsletter. Photographs taken at that event and at the dinner 
in the evening will be posted online as soon as possible. 
Please send me any I don't already know about. 

The brand new Wembdon Green village hall venue was a splended choice, a bit noisy due to lack of any sound 
absorption materials whatsoever, but well lit, airy and spacious. It and good old Windsor catering did us proud and it 
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was probably only the sound system, no, the mis-use of the sound system (and apparent lack of a loop coil/aerial in the 
building) that proved problematic – hopefully our committee will learn from mistakes and correct that for 22nd 
September, 2018!! We heard from our President in his opening speech that the DMS buildings of our days will shortly 
be razed to the ground, so those who managed to visit in the afternoon had their last viewing of “OUR” school. 
Seven Old Morganians no longer with us were remembered in a solemn minute's silence: They were John Sparkes 
1944-9; Bernard Storer, Biology Teacher; Brian Hammond, Music Teacher; Brian Webb 1943-8; Tony Chapman 
1942-7; Rodney Browne 1951-6; John Pitman 1940-6. May They Rest in Peace. 
Our President, Bryan Lancastle, had first announced and congratulated Harold Palmer (DMS 1936-41) on being 
awarded the “Legion d'Honneur”. This was awarded for his part in military operations in France in 1944 and 1945 – 
To be detailed in a forthcoming newsletter. 
Bryan then said Grace and yet another excellent four course meal and coffee were efficiently and pleasurably set 
before us by the young Windsor staff. After that Bryan gave the toast “The Queen”.  
Our ex fellow DMS member and speaker John Palmer was then introduced by Bryan and at his (eventual!) 
conclusion, thanked by our Treasurer Mike Dodden. It was a pity that, yet again, only the front few tables could pick 
up much of his talk on (funnily enough!) his 'marketing communications' career with many important people, actor 
and sportspersons. The continued and not corrected closeness of the microphone left most of us, as usual in recent 
years, grasping for the odd word above the mush of static and feedback (apparently not even noticed, or certainly not 
acted upon, by any member of the committee at the top table or the speaker himself!) What a shame! Mike's thanks 
could be heard word for word, so at least he must have acknowledged the problem and corrected it. Similarly, Bill 
King gave the toast “The School” and thanks were given to all those who had made the day's events possible, and this 
included Head of Haygrove Karen Canham, and Terry Sealey who had provided the Display of School Cups. 
Members were then free to depart or stay to chat amongst themselves and your editor regrets that he failed to find Phil 
(Burt) Williams (Canada), though several others, previously known and unknown, did seek me out – thank you so 
much for all your questions (especially those I couldn't [yet!] answer) and contributions! 
Next year's dinner date is 22nd. September, and I very much suspect at Wembdon Green again – certainly it 
won't be at the school unless destruction and rebuild goes apace! I feel it is a pity the school tower at least was 
never listed, but then more land would no doubt have had to be found to replace that. I shall hassle all at 
Haygrove to ensure that our sparkling clean school bell (many thanks to Hamblin's Engineering!) is awarded 
(as already promised) a place of honour in the new building. 

PLE    PLEASE NOTE that the OLD MORGANIANS Website Address is drmorgans.com and it has been totally updated by         
t    it's producer Greg Kett, son of DMS Old Boy, the late Clive Kett. Greg runs Ravenswood Media. 

Old Morganians President: Bryan Lancastle. Old Morganians Committee: Treasurer  Mike Dodden  01278 423890 mob: 
07540052982 e-mail: mdodden@aol.com ; Secretary: Roger Richards, 3 The Crescent, Corsham, Wilts, SN13 9FT. 01249 
716263  rognsue@hotmail.co.uk Minutes Sec: Tony Wilkins. Chairman: Bill King 01278 456405; Dick Raymond 01278 
686509, Colin Brown; Ray Haines; Brian Scott; Ralph Sealey.  
NB: Contact Mike Dodden if you require a 2018 membership/dinner application form. 
Material For Newsletter. Please write, phone, or e-mail, to Geoff Marchant, 37 Mendip Road, Yatton, North Somerset, BS49 4HR. Tel: 
01934 834550  E-mail: Please send to yattonmarchants2010@hotmail.co.uk    Thanks for all contributions to the newsletter. – do please keep 
them coming. I especially need career / life history articles and reminiscences of the old school days. Geoff. Marchant, Newsletter Editor 


